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From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Alumni, Parishioners, 
Parents & Friends,

A few years ago, I heard about a 
recently tenured university professor 
who was well respected by his 
colleagues but shocked them all when 
he decided to resigned his positon to 

begin teaching at an inner city high 
school.  Several months later while 
shopping at a local grocery store, one 
of his former co-professors at the 
university unexpectedly ran into him 
and asked how he was doing in his 
new job at the urban high school.  The 

former colleague went on to express 
his surprise that the professor left 
the university in the first place.  
He then asked the question that 
he was REALLY interested in: “So, 
what do you make working at that 
high school?”  The former professor 
thought for a moment and answered: 
“I make a difference; how about you?”  

Late last spring, while waiting 
in the airport between flights, I 
happened upon a small book called 
The Difference: When Good Enough 
Isn’t Enough. Between the wait in 
the airport and the flight home, I 
managed to finish the book before 
I arrived at the front door of the 
rectory! In a nutshell, the author 
(Subir Chowdhury) describes what 
he discovered in his quest to identify 
what makes some organizations 
a raging success and others a 
struggling mess!  The key difference 
he found was in an organization’s 
ability to nurture the skills, loyalty 

continued on page 7

The Difference

Fr. Patrick A. Smith with Sister Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ, school principal (middle), and 
Sister Bibiana Okoro, HHCJ, director of religious education.

For Parents, Alumni, Parishioners and Friends of St. Augustine School in Washington D.C.

• VOLUME 9, NUMBER 3     • FALL 2017

Welcome to the 
Home 

of the Sa
ints



Ingrid Clarke ’62 awarded  
Volunteer of the Year

Six generations of the Parks family 
have attended Saint Augustine 
Catholic Church and School. Even 
as her grandchildren Christopher 
Clarke, kindergarten, and Victoria 
Clarke, fifth grade, walk the halls of 
the school, their grandmother Ingrid 
Parks Clarke ’62 returns to her alma 
mater every school day to volunteer.

“I just love the school,” she said. 

When the school needs office help, 
chaperones for a field trip, and help 
with its after school programs, Mrs. 
Clarke is there to assist. She shows 
up at 6:30 a.m. because that’s when 
she came to work for 34 years before 
she retired. She rolls up her sleeves 
to volunteer at St. Augustine, a place 
that her great grandmother on her 
mother’s side first attended as a 
founding parishioner.

On Oct. 5, Ingrid Clarke received 
the Volunteer of the Year award from 
the Catholic Business Network – DC 
for her nine years of service at the 

parish school.

Times have changed profoundly. 
The Baltimore-based Oblate Sisters 
of Providence in her youth used 
strict discipline, backed firmly by 
parents and grandparents who sent 
their children to St. Augustine. There 
were no lay teachers. 

“The Oblate Sisters didn’t play,” 
Mrs. Clarke said.

These days, teachers refrain from 
strict discipline, and there is only 
one religious teacher, Sister Bibiana 
Okoro, HHCJ, director of religious 
education. Parents have a different 
level of involvement than they did in 
previous generations and sometimes 
question teachers. 

Yet, there is continuity, as Ingrid 
Clarke sees it. Students still wear 
a uniform. She appreciates the 
strong relationship she has with the 
teachers and staff at St. Augustine 
and respects their dedication to the 

school’s mission. They call her “YaYa,” 
which is what Nicholas first called her 
as a baby. After her mother passed 
away nine years ago, according to 
Mrs. Clarke, it made perfect sense for 
her to take her energies to the parish 
school. 

Graduates of St. Augustine 
continue to attend top local high 
schools, after all, and Mrs. Clarke sees 
the difference a Catholic education 
can make for a young person. 
Students pray five times a day and 
attend a weekly school Mass, as well 
as take Religion classes. 

There are also similar material 
needs that sometimes present 
themselves from the times of 
previous Parks family members. 
When Ingrid’s brother Lawrence H. 
Parks II ‘75 attended St. Augustine 
School, their mother would discretely 
pack a lunch for him and a classmate 
who oftentimes did not have food. 
These days, Mrs. Clarke helps out 
one of Victoria’s classmates at St. 
Augustine in a similar way.

Trained by Lawrence Parks, 
Victoria and Nicholas Clarke are 
also altar servers at St. Augustine 
Church. Mrs. Clarke, who lost her 
husband Vincent Clarke earlier this 
year, also teaches Sunday School at 
St. Augustine and is a member of 
the Sodality, so one can say that on 
a majority of weeks each year, Ingrid 
Clarke volunteers six days a week at 
St. Augustine. 

“I’m doing the same thing with my 
children that my mother did with me: 
talking up St. Augustine,” she notes 
with a smile before getting back to 
work at the school office.
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Dear Alumni, Parishioners & 
Friends,

The beginning of each school year 
brings with it transitions. New staff 
members come to work at Saint 
Augustine Catholic School, bringing 
with them great enthusiasm and 
new ideas. Some old ones move to 

Read below an essay that a sixth 
grade student wrote for Mr. Patrick 
Respers, her homeroom teacher, 
following last month’s mass shooting 
in Las Vegas, which left 58 people 
dead.

It was a very sad and disturbing 
night. I felt very bad and sad. Many 
people had died and many people 
were injured. One officer was off 
duty to go to the concert, and he got 
injured. I am confused (about) one 
thing: why would someone do this, 
because we are all created equally by 
God? We are not different, we are all 
the same. The world is full of hatred 
and war, but God wanted it to be a 
place of love and peace. 

Everyone is loved by God, and if 

new positions in the school or to 
new jobs elsewhere.  We welcome on 
board our new staff and wish them 
success and God’s blessings at Saint 
Augustine. We hope their coming will 
inject fresh energy into our school. 
Welcome!

This is my tenth year at Saint 
Augustine Catholic School. We have 
faced challenges together and, 
gratefully, we have also achieved 
success together. Our enrollment has 
stabilized. We have also improved on 
our academic standing to the point 
that all of our 2016-2017 middle 
school teachers met the criteria for 
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 
status set by the U.S. Education 
Department in Reading and Math. 
This is something to celebrate. 
Congratulations to all our teachers!

We maintain open lines of 
communication with our parents and 
other key stakeholders. The ideas 

they provide do not fall on deaf ears. 
The administration keenly listens 
and makes improvements over time.

I am a firm believer in continual 
improvement and lifelong education. 
I encourage our staff to model this 
for all at St. Augustine Catholic 
School. I believe that we will keep 
improving as a school if we continue 
to learn and develop ourselves. To 
all our teachers and staff I say, then, 
keep learning. We need to find out 
what is new and develop strategies 
to overcome our present challenges.

Let’s celebrate the gifts that 
each of us brings to St Augustine’s. 
Let’s celebrate our contributions. 
It’s not the building that makes 
the difference in the school; it’s 
us: teachers, parents, alumni and 
friends. God bless you!

Sincerely,

Sister Gloria Agumagu, H.H.C.J.

Las Vegas Nightmare
Mary Temam

Student Voices

God loves us, why can’t we love him 
and each other? Why is the world full 
of evil? Why can’t everyone realize 
that what we are doing to others is 
wrong and cruel? If someone wants 
to kill somebody because they don’t 
have anything to do, they are doing 
what the Devil wants them to do, not 
what God wants them to do. There is 
good and evil in the world. 

This world needs more good, not 
evil, because one day the world will 
end, and if you do evil, you will have 
to face the worst nightmare you can 
dream of. But if you have good, you 
will have eternal life in Heaven, the 
best place in the world. 

Many things have changed in the 
world, and many things will happen 

unexpectedly, but what we should 
know is that God will always be 
with us in every life situation. In the 
world, people that do evil will fail, 
and the people who do good will rise. 
People might think they are greater 
than others, but those who say or do 
that will always be punished because 
God is greater than all of us. 

May the people who have died 
see your light, Lord. Let them see 
your holy face, Lord. May the people 
that were injured be healed and may 
Stephen Paddock be forgiven. Let us 
have grace and forgiveness in your 
name and for everything else that 
has happened in the world, may God 
help and heal those in need. 

Amen.
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Development Corner
Bill Murray

There’s something about working 
with a religious sister, a priest, and 
a supporting cast that includes 
members of a family that have been 
worshipping and going to school at 
Saint Augustine for six generations. 
If I did not approach my work with 
any dedication, I would catch some 
inspiration real fast. Or I would need 
to act like it! As they say at Alcoholics 
Anonymous meetings, “Fake it ‘til 
you make it.”

Like many of you, I seem to come 
from a family of overachievers. The 
latest one from the Murray clan to 
implicitly raise the bar for the rest of 
us schlubs was my cousin Art Cullen, 
who despite working for a modest 
family-owned newspaper in Storm 
Lake, Iowa, won the 2017 Pulitzer 
Prize for Editorial Writing. After the 
feeling of pride subsided from that 
unexpected news, it’s like God was 
saying to me, “What have you done 
for me lately?”

For those who have financially 

supported Saint Augustine and given 
your time and talents in support 
of our students, thank you. In fiscal 
year 2017, which ended June 30, 
we raised more than $451,000 
from individuals and foundations to 
support our school. This does not 
include the amount given last fiscal 
year through the monthly church 
collection for the school, which 
raised about $90,000. You have done 
something for us lately.

Not only did we exceed our goal 
last year, but we raised more than we 
have raised in the nine years since 
Saint Augustine Catholic Church 
recommitted itself to the school by 
assuming day-to-day management 
and financing of the school. From 
the perspective of fundraising and 
Catholic identity, we are a model 
for other parish schools to follow. 
Thank God that the parishioners, 
alumni, and friends of St. Augustine 
Catholic School reacted so strongly 
in September 2007 and the months 
afterward, after hearing that the 
school would close after that year. 
“Not on my watch,” they seemed to 
say.

It is very important that we 
continue to work tirelessly on behalf 
of our students. During the last nine 
years, the school’s operating budget 
has gone from $1.6 million to $2.2 
million. We have plans to continue 
to provide a better education for 
our students moving into 2018 and 
beyond, and we appreciate your 
partnering with us toward that end. 
Some of our students need financial 
assistance, while others need us to 
continue to provide differentiated 
instruction and additional services, 

such as fostering better educational 
outcomes for English Language 
Learners. Like many other urban 
Catholic schools, we also have an 
aging facility.

Fr. Raymond Kemp, the former 
pastor of St. Augustine, has raised 
more than $93,000 to date for the Fr. 
Ray Kemp STEM Chair Fund, which 
he instituted as he commemorated 
his 50th anniversary of priestly 
ordination in May 2017. There’s 
another educational need: a stronger 
focus on Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics. The 
vast majority of donors are friends 
and associates of Fr. Kemp who have 
never given to our school previously. 
It’s hard to put into words the debt 
of gratitude we feel toward Fr. Kemp.

Bill Murray has been working as development 
officer for St. Augustine Catholic School since 
2008. One can reach him at  
bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org  
or 240-418-5427.

A Christmas 
Carol 2017

Our Christmas production
6:30 p.m., Friday, Dec. 22

St. Augustine Room

Tickets: $10.00, adults;  
$7.00, seniors and alumni 

$6.00, children (5-12 years old)
Please call the school at  

202-667-2608 for additional 
information.

Upcoming Events
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Ms. Starre 
Williams 
(Science) studied 
Physics at Norfolk 
State University 
and is a natve 
of Portsmouth, 
Va. Ms. Williams 

taught for a year at a Catholic 
school in New Jersey. She is very 
encouraging of “hands-on learning” 
and other key teaching pedagogies, 
such as auditory, creative, and visual 
learning. She also serves as the 
school’s STEM coach. “I am trying to 
encourage our future scientists,” she 
said. “I want to reach all students.”

Ms. Kimberly 
Huff (First Grade) 
has 17 first grade 
students in her 
care this school 
year and formerly 
taught Pre-K 
at St. Anthony 

School. A native of Forestville, Md., 
Ms. Huff attended Mt. Calvary School 
and cried when she heard her alma 
mater was closing two years ago. “I 
like the African-American history 
(of Saint Augustine),” she said. She 
has also been attracted to the school 
by the strong collaboration fostered 
among groups of teachers. “Right 
now, I am back at my passion,” she 
said of teaching at Saint Augustine, 
after working for a few years as a 
child care director.

Congratulations to Fr. John Mudd, 
former pastor of St. Augustine 
Catholic Church, for winning the 
Clergy of the Year award on Oct. 5 
at the 2017 Gala for the Catholic 
Business Network-DC at the Four 
Seasons Hotel in Washington. CBN-
DC is an organization that strongly 
supports Catholic education. 

Additions to the Family
Congratulations

Ms. Amanda 
Mitchell (Fourth 
Grade) teachers 
20 fourth graders 
this school 
year. A native 
of Washington, 
D.C., Ms. Mitchell 

is an alumna of St. Thomas More 
Academy in Southeast Washington. 
She formerly taught at Montgomery 
County Public Schools, where she 
taught kindergarten, Second grade 
and eighth grade but decided 
she wanted a change of pace and 
came to Saint Augustine. “A lot 
of enrichment and getting tech 
involved,” she said of her goals for 
this school year for the fourth grade. 
She described the school’s students 
as “very energetic,” and the staff as 
“friendly and helpful.

 To Mr. Raven Wilkins, 
vice principal and director 
of admissions, and his wife 

Lesbern, on the birth of their 
first child, Raven Jr.

To Ms. Jacquelynne Thornton, 
third grade teacher, on the birth 

of her first grandchild.

New Staff 2017-2018

Congratulations Fr. John Mudd

Fr. Mudd, a retired priest of 
the Archdiocese of Washington, 
dedicated nearly 30 years to serving 
as chief development officer at his 
alma mater, Archbishop Carroll High 
School, and continues to assist with 
major gifts on a part-time basis. 
He has also served as a Catholic 
chaplain at Fort Belvoir, Va.
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All in the Family – staff with children  
and grandchildren at Saint Augustine

The first day of school, 
the day after Labor 
Day, was different from 
Mrs. Katie McDonnell’s 
previous 13 first days of 
school at Saint Augustine 
School, where she teaches 
second grade.

On that day, she and 
her husband, who live 
close to Saint Augustine, 
walked with their son 
Miles and took him to his 
new classroom in the Pre-
Kindergarten. 

“He loves his teachers,” Mrs. 
McDonnell said, reached during 
the third week of school. “I always 
wanted him to go here. I love the 
school. I love the teachers.” The 
transition was made easier because 
Ms. Amanda Surless, PreK-3 and 
PreK-4 teacher, is a friend who knew 

her son before the school year began.

Mrs. McDonnell enjoys having 
lunch with her son, who is a lively 
and animated boy, and said that he’s 
already made friends in his PreK-3 
class.

Mrs. McDonnell is not the only 

staff member with a 
child or grandchild 
enrolled at Saint 
Augustine. Mrs. Dolores 
McDonald, Kindergarten 
teacher, has a grandson 
and granddaughter 
enrolled, while her older 
grandson graduated 
last year. In addition, 
Mrs. Cheryl Hanton, 
fifth grade teacher, has 
two granddaughters 
attending Saint 
Augustine. Her son and 
daughter are alumni of 

Saint Augustine, and Mrs. Hanton is 
the longest tenured teacher at Saint 
Augustine.

Ronald Riley, Math Department 
chair and athletic support, and Mrs. 
Russhelle Riley, Christ Child Society 
social worker, also have a daughter 
at Saint Augustine.

If you work for an organization 
that participates in the Combined 
Federal Campaign of the National 
Capital Area (CFC NCA) or United 
Way of the National Capital 
Area (UWNCA) program, please 
consider making a 2017 pledge 
to support St. Augustine Catholic 
School during this open enrollment 
season.

Our CFC NCA number is 20000, 
while our UWNCA number is 9670. 
The open enrollment season for 
both workplace giving programs 
lasts through December and 

Support St. Augustine through the  
United Way and CFC programs

enables workers to make pre-tax 
payroll deductions to support 
the charities of their choice. The 
federal government participates 
in the CFC NCA program, while the 
District of Columbia Government 
participates in the UWNCA 
program.

Thank you very much for 
supporting St. Augustine Catholic 
School! If you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact Bill 
Murray, the school’s development 
officer, at 240-418-5427 or 
bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org.
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and passion of those that work there.  
More specifically, he wrote that when 
the individuals who make up the 
organization embrace the four key 
principles of straightforwardness, 
thoughtfulness, accountability, 
and resolve – or S.T.A.R. - then you 
see the difference that sets that 
organization apart!      

We at Saint Augustine believe that 
we are here to make a difference in 
the lives of the young people that 
enroll in our school.  But none of this 
happens by accident or without a lot 
of hard work and resolve.  Resolve, 
as defined by the author of The 
Difference, is “having the passion, 
determination, and perseverance 
to find a solution to a problem or 
improve a situation.”  The key to 
our initial success in taking full 
responsibility of our school in the 
face of the threat of closure was 
our adoption of a “failure is not an 
option” attitude. We put a hundred 
percent of our energy and focus on 
succeeding.  Ten years later it is the 
same resolve that keeps us going …
and improving in every way we can.  

Thank you for your resolve to 
support Saint Augustine Catholic 
School in the past, present and 
future.  If anyone asks what you 
make by supporting us, be sure to tell 
them: I make a difference… because 
you most certainly do! 

With you in the Lord’s Vineyard,

Fr. Patrick Smith

From the Pastor’s Desk
continued from page 1

Honoring Our First Responders

September 8 marked not only 
the end of the first week of classes 
this school year, but also the 10th 
anniversary of Saint Augustine 
Catholic School’s event honoring our 
first responders.

In addition to representatives 
from Metropolitan Police 
Department’s Third District, DC Fire 
and Emergency Management System 
personnel came to Saint Augustine 
for the event. Each class made a card 
to present to the first responders at 
the event, which took less than two 
hours, according to Mr. Neptune 
Pringle II, director of music and the 
arts at St. Augustine Catholic School. 
He helped coordinate the event on 
behalf of Mr. Raven Wilkins, vice 
principal, who was out on paternity 
leave.

Saint Augustine’s first responder 
appreciation event takes place 
close to the anniversary of the 
terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, a time 
when the resolve and courage of 
first responders in New York and 

Photos by Ms. Amanda Mitchell.

Washington were tested.
“Every class did a special 

presentation,” Pringle said. Students 
also got to explore police and fire 
vehicles outside the school building, 
including learning how sirens work.
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