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Dear Alumni, Parents, Parishioners
& Friends,

From the Pastor’s Desk

This is my first opportunity to
wish all of you a Happy Easter! But
before anyone accuses me of being
late, remember that the season of
Easter is 50 days that ends with the
Feast of Pentecost!

What I love most about this 50day festival is that the church really
comes alive in a way that stands
out from any other time of the year!
Think about it. Easter kicks off with
adults and young people joining
the Church through the waters of
Baptism and the oils of Confirmation.
Then we prepare to celebrate our
children’s First Holy Communion in
May. Then the bishop visits us to
bestow the power of the Holy Spirit
on our Confirmation candidates. In
the meantime, couples are getting
married and priests are being
ordained to serve in the Archdiocese.
Just as the Easter proclamation of
the Apostles in the early Church was
accompanied by “signs and wonders”
so the signs of Jesus’ active presence
abound in our parish as well!
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On top of all this, the Saint
Augustine School Class of 2016 will
be celebrating their Baccalaureate
Mass with us in June and receive a

proud send off into the world of high
school. Our high school and college
seniors in the parish are also having
diplomas bestowed upon them as a
reward for their hard work over the
past four years!
Congratulations
to all of you who are making these
major transitions in your lives!

Clearly we believe in and
encourage the hard work needed
to achieve our best potential and
reach our highest goals. But what
we believe in most is that we are
not alone in our efforts to succeed.
First and foremost, we believe that
God has given us everything we need
to do everything he requires. This
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is true for each of us as individuals
but also as a community. Whether
it was during the humble and even
dangerous beginnings of our school
in the mid 1800’s or the challenges
and threat of closure in the past
decade, God has again and again
proven himself to be true to his word
that he would never leave nor forsake
his children. God stood with us and
continually cared for us. And God
has done so through many avenues
including the faith, commitment and
sacrifice of thousands of people just
like you.
But it is our conviction that
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For Parents, Alumni, Parishioners and Friends of St. Augustine School in Washington D.C.

JV Boys Basketball team captures three titles
Echoing the greatness shown
in previous generations on the
hardwood,
St.
Augustine
JV
Boys basketball team captured
three trophies during its Winter
season, including the District 3
CYO tournament championship,
according
to
Coach
Richard
Lancaster.

season,” Coach Lancaster said. “That
was one of the things I was most
proud of.” He noted that players who
could not properly execute a layup in
October learned to do so by the end
of the season.
“Teamwork was a priority,
since you have to play like a team,”
Lancaster said. “You can’t win by
yourself.”

In its final game, the team defeated
St. Mary of the Assumption of Upper
Marlboro, Md., at St. Jerome Academy
in Hyattsville, Md., on Feb. 27 to
capture its CYO division.

In addition to its CYO division,
the Saints captured the St. Jerome’s
Turkey Tournament in November
and the Georgetown Prep Invitation
in December.
The blue-and-white team, which
practiced twice a week, included
boys from the fifth, sixth and seventh
grades who had not turned 13 by the
time the season began. Most of the
players are St. Augustine Catholic
School students. Coach Lancaster
has coached at St. Augustine for five
years, and the CYO program is open

Congratulations to
the Class of 2016

to children from the school, parish,
and surrounding community, if they
are not eligible to play in another
CYO program.

Coach Lancaster noted that his
team would have had an undefeated
season, but it had to forfeit two
games at the beginning of the season
because of its roster being submitted
to CYO late.
“We improved throughout the

“This year, it was magical how
the team was so good,” said Greta
Meredith, mother of Christian
Meredith, a sixth grade student at St.
Augustine who played on the team.
She noted that “Coach Rich” played
all the players who showed up for
each game, and that the coach helped
her son develop confidence and
socialization with his teammates, in
addition to a better understanding of
how to play basketball.
She also noted that different
players on the team seemed to shine
in different games, with no one or
two players carrying the team the
entire season.

We congratulate the Class of 2016
and their families on being admitted
to the following schools:
• Archbishop Carroll
• Bishop McNamara
• DeMatha Catholic
• Don Bosco Cristo Rey
• Elizabeth Seton
• Georgetown Visitation
• St. John’s College High School
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Special thanks goes to Ms.
Staci
Adams,
middle
school
English Language Arts teacher,
for shepherding the Class of 2016
through the high school admissions
process.

In Memoriam
John D. “Jack” Reilly
Please pray for the faithfully departed.

2015-2016 School Theme: “Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete” (James 1:4)

From the Principal’s Desk

Dear Parents, AlumniParishioners,
and Friends,
The 2015-2016 School Year has
been exciting, with all the great
happenings at St. Augustine School.
As we draw closer to the end of the
year, I want to show appreciation
to those whose tireless efforts have
made it possible for us to work, learn,
and grow in our faith-based school.
Our parents, teachers, staff, the Home
School Association, Sodality, Saint
Augustine parishioners, and the Holy
Name Society have generously given
up their time, talent, efforts, and
resources to our school.
I also want to especially thank Fr.
Patrick Smith, our pastor, and our
phenomenal students who work so
hard and do great job of representing
our school in the community. Our
2016 graduating class will certainly
excel in high school, thanks to the
strong education and foundation
they received here at Saint Augustine
School.

As I reflect on the last eight
years I have been principal, I am
proud of a few accomplishments.
Our enrollment has increased
consistently from 175 in 2007 to
over 200 students enrolled today
from Pre-K3 through Eighth Grade,in
no small part thanks to the assiduous
work of our Admissions Director, Mr.
Raven Wilkins.

We have also become a more
diverse school. We have staff and

students
from
more than a dozen
countries, including
Cameroon,
El
Salvador, England,
Eritrea,
Ethiopia,
Ghana,
Jamaica,
Liberia,
Nigeria,
Spain,
Trinidad,
and the United
States. Diversity is
our strength, and it
enhances our ability
to learn from one
another.
Students
and parents love our
diverse environment
because they learn from each other
and the countries they came from. It
has been said, “Rich culture produces
good character.”
In addition, Saint Augustine has
made steady progress in improving
our school academically. During
this 2015-2016 school year, our
recentScantron Performance Series
test score increased 30% in Reading
and 25% in Math. We are proud of
this improvement, and our goal is to
continue to excel.

I have two announcements to
make concerning some changes
in our faculty and staff for our
upcoming school year. It is with
bittersweet sentiments that I
announce the retirement of our dear
Vice Principal/Aftercare Director,
Mrs. Lorrain M. Lee, at the end of the
school year.

She has served
at Saint Augustine
school in various
capacities
for
32years through
many
changes
in our school,
remaining
ever
faithful to her
duties, and earning a Master’s in

Education while working here.
Please join me in congratulating
and bidding farewell to Mrs. Lee for
her unwavering faith and devotion.
We thank Mrs. Lee for all her
contributions to Saint Augustine
School. We will sincerely miss her!

In addition, Mrs. Celeste Behrens
will also be retiring from Saint
Augustine School at the school
year end. Mrs. Behrens has taught
science here to PrK-8 grade for four
years and with another school in
the Archdiocese of Washington for
two years. Mrs. Behrens began her
teaching career working for 18 years
in Catholic schools in the Archdiocese
of New Orleans, and then she taught
for 15 years in Montgomery County
(Md.) Public Schools before coming
back to teach in Catholic schools in
2009-2010.

Along with Fr. Smith, our pastor, I
want to commend the teachers, staff,
students, and parents for a wonderful
eight years of accomplishments
during my time at St. Augustine.
Sincerely,

Sister Gloriamary Agumagu, HHCJ

2015-2016 School Theme: “Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete” (James 1:4)
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MLK Library field trip exceeds middle school
students’ expectations
Ms. Staci Adams
The middle school, grades 6, 7,
and 8, went on a field trip to the Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Library in
Central Washington, D.C., in March as
a part of their Black History Month
projects. All 67 students, along with
Ms. Staci Adams, Mr. Michael Simzak,
middle school Social Studies teacher,
and Mr. Neptune Pringle, director
of music and the arts, walked to the
Metro station and took the train to
the library.
After they arrived, the students
were quite shocked and surprised by
what the library had to offer. Initial
moans and groans quickly turned
into “ooos” and “ahhs” while students
were continuously enthralled by up
to date resources, book series, and

exciting for 14-year olds. I was taken
aback to learn that the students
had never been on a field trip to the
library. I immediately began planning
so that the trip would be an absolute
success.

technology.

As a teacher, it can be a challenge to
make reading and writing activities
pertaining to a research paper

“I learned so many things. The trip
was very well organized,” said Kayla
Gamble, eighth grader. “I couldn’t
believe how quiet the library was.
The librarians were friendly and
knew what they were talking about.
My favorite part was learning and
watching a 3-D printer in action. I
actually wouldn’t mind going back
there.”

Ms. Staci Adams is Middle School
Language Arts teacher.

Alumni Notes • Alumni Notes • Alumni Notes

Jolynn Johnson Smith ’68 and
her family have made “significant
strides” to preserve the legacy
of her grandfather, Dr. Robert W.
“Whirlwind” Johnson of Lynchburg,
Va. Dr. Johnson is known for having
served more than 200 students in a
home-based junior tennis academy
he founded in 1951.
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Jolynn and her family are active
in a foundation that is restoring and
preserving Dr. Johnson’s two-story
home in Lynchburg, including the
tennis court that he used during a
time of segregation, when African
Americans generally could not use
public tennis courts in Southern
states. Among his pupils in his
summer residential academy were
the late Arthur Ashe, the only
African American male to win the
“Grand Slam” of the U.S. Open, the

the first African American female to
win the French Open, in 1956.
Jolynn Johnson Smith, who
resides in Richmond, attended Dr.
Johnson’s junior tennis academy in
her youth.

Althea Gibson with Dr. Robert W. Johnson

French Open, and Wimbleton in one
year, and Althea Gibson, who was

Dr. Johnson, a medical doctor who
passed away in 1971, was inducted
into the International Tennis Hall of
Fame & Museum in Newport, R.I., in
2009. In coverage that one can find
in the Richmond Times Dispatch, on
the Tennis Channel and other media,
his friends and family remember
him for the strict Code of Conduct
he has his players adhere to.
Although Dr. Johnson did not start
playing tennis until his 30s, he was a
formidable doubles player who won
several national titles.
One can find more information at
ww.whirlwindjohnson.org.

2015-2016 School Theme: “Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete” (James 1:4)

Catholic Schools Week 2016
Talent Show
Photos by Mr. Michael Hoyt

2015-2016 School Theme: “Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete” (James 1:4)
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Career Day – March 17, 2016

Ms. Beth Blaufuss, president of Archbishop Carroll High School (right) with Sister
Gloria Agumagu, HCCJ, principal of St. Augustine Catholic School

Ms. Alexia Kelley, executive director of Foundations and
Donors Interested in Catholic Activities (left) with a
group of St. Augustine Catholic School eighth graders
who served as student ambassadors during Career Day
on March 17.

St. Augustine Pastor
to be honored
Rev. Patrick A. Smith, pastor of St. Augustine
Catholic Church since 2004, will receive the
Patrick Cardinal O’Boyle Medal at the Archbishop
Carroll High School Spring Benefit at the Kennedy
Center in Washington, D.C., on Monday, June 13
from 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. The award honors
those who have worked in conjunction with the
fundamental purposes of Archbishop Carroll
High School, as outlined by its founder, Patrick
Cardinal O’Boyle, which includes promoting
Catholic identity, social justice, Catholic values,
and the fundamental belief in a government that
understands that purpose that Catholic education
serves in Washington, D.C.
Tickets to the Spring Benefit are $125.00.
Proceeds from the event go to support
Archbishop Carroll High School. Please visit
www.archbishopcarroll.org to purchase tickets.
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Mr. Brian Glander, who is also a parent, speaks about the U.S. Coast Guard to
Pre-Kindergarten students, while Mr. Raul Yanes, Esq., of Davis Polk & Wardwell,
LLP, and Ms. Brigid McDermott, who spoke about careers in agriculture, look on.

Upcoming Events
Mrs. Lorrain M. Lee
Retirement Farewell
Students, Alumni, Parents,
Parishioners and Friends
welcome
Wednesday, June 15
at 10:00 a.m.
St. Augustine Catholic School
For more information, please
contact the school at
202-667-2608 or visit our
website at www.staug-dc.org.
All are welcome.

2016 Ladybug Art Exhibition,
Annual Student Show and Art
Sale
Friday, May 27
10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 28 and Sunday,
May 29: 10 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
St. Augustine Catholic School
Eighth Grade Graduation
10 a.m. Mass
Sunday, June 12, 2016
St. Augustine Catholic Church

2015-2016 School Theme: “Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete” (James 1:4)

Our students in action

continued from page 1

“God is Able” that is responsible
for most of the miracles that have
occurred in our midst!
Most
people tend to focus on what they
lack when assessing the challenges
before them: Am I smart enough,
talented enough, skilled, educated
or rich enough to succeed? Here at
Saint Augustine we choose instead
to focus on what we have: A God that
is able to do more through us than
we could ask or imagine! Once you
align yourself with God through faith

From the Pastor’s Desk
you discover the ability to reach the
unreachable, to expect the incredible,
to move the unmovable, to conquer
the unbeatable and to achieve the
impossible! What we “can’t” God
can! When we focus on our Godgiven mission, we experience God’s
ever-present grace!

My prayer is that all of you who
love and support Saint Augustine
Catholic School by believing in our
mission, investing in our children,
and praying daily for our continued

success may also in return experience
the abundant grace of God who will
never be outdone in generosity!

All Glory and Honor to his Name!
Amen!
Sincerely in Christ,

Rev. Patrick A. Smith, Pastor

2015-2016 School Theme: “Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete” (James 1:4)
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www.staug-dc.org
Rev. Patrick A. Smith, pastor
fatherpat@saintaugustine-dc.org
202-265-1470 (church office)
Sister Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ, principal
sistergloria@saintaugustine-dc.org
202-667-2608
Bill Murray, development officer
bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org
240-418-5427

Story ideas for the newsletter? Please contact Bill Murray at bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org.
Would you like to update your address for our records?
Please complete an alumni contact form at www.staug-dc.org/alumni.html.
We welcome inquiries from alumni, former students and anyone interested in our school.

