








Field trip to Indonesian Embassy
In March, Saint Augustine fifth grade students took a field trip to the Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia.

Located in Southeast Asia, Indonesia has more than 250 million inhabitants who inhabit more than 800 
islands and speak more than 300 languages, creating very unique governance challenges. Indonesia has the 
largest majority Muslim country in the world, although it also has a significant Hindi population.

The students studied Indonesian history and culture before their Embassy Row visit, according to Sister 
Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ, principal. “The students asked a lot of questions,” she said. The embassy’s cultural 
attache, who hosted the group, was impressed by the students’ knowledge of his country’s history and culture, 
according to Sister Gloria. 

The students learned that Indonesia’s democracy is very vibrant, with relatively few long-serving 
incumbents. “It’s not a static government,” Sister Gloria commented.

Ms. Donna Edwards, former principal of Saint Augustine, coordinated the visit, and Mrs. Cheryl Hanton, fifth 
grade homeroom teacher, and Mrs. Lorrain Lee, former vice principal, also attended the field trip.

Congratulations to the Class of 2017
Members of our graduating eighth grade class have 

received admissions offers to the following schools:
•   Academy of Holy Cross
•   Archbishop Carroll High School
•   Bishop McNamara High School
•   Elizabeth Seton High School
•   Georgetown Visitation Preparatory School
•   Gonzaga College High School
•   McKinley Technology High School
•   Parkmont School

•   St. John’s College High School
•   Thurgood Marshall Academy 
     Public Charter High School
•   Washington Leadership Academy  
     Public Charter School

Congratulations to their families and also to our eighth 
grade homeroom teacher and middle school English 
Language Arts teacher, Ms. Karen Ross, who helped 
guide our students through the high school admissions 
process.

52016-2017 School Theme: “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” Ephesians 4:3



May Crowning – our students continue a 
school tradition by showing their love for 

the Virgin Mary.

Fr. Mark Zittle, O. Carm., who works in 
campus ministry at Fordham University 

in New York, served as our keynote 
speaker at the June 4 Holy Name Society 

breakfast for the graduating eighth 
grade class at St. Augustine. Felix 

Adeniyi’17 won a Holy Name Society 
high school scholarship at the event.  

Lawrence H. Parks II ’75, president of the 
Holy Name Society, gave an update on 

the school.

St. Augustine Students honored  
for volunteerism

Holy Name Society Breakfast

Last month, Debora Abera, 
a sixth grade student at Saint 
Augustine, received a Prudential 
Spirit of Community award for 
her volunteer activities. Not to be 
outdone, two other St. Augustine 
students won President’s Volunteer 
Service Awards, receiving letters 
signed by President Barack Obama.

Abera was honored as one of the 
District of Columbia’s top youth 
volunteers at the May 7 ceremony 
at the Smithsonian National 
Museum of Natural History. 

Debora came to St. Augustine in 
Pre-Kindergarten and volunteers 
regularly to read to younger 
students and organize books at 
her local public library. She has 
also helped serve beverages to 
homeless people at the Safeway 
Feast for Sharing at the Mt. 
Vernon Convention Center, which 
helps about 5,000 people around 
Thanksgiving.

She received the Prudential 
award for organizing a coat drive 
for the community through her 
church. She collected and gave 
away 250 coats through the 
initiative.

Meanwhile, Jasmine Grooms 

earned a President’s Volunteer 
Service Award. While she has 
volunteered in a voter turnout 
drive and with the homeless, she 
is most proud of her work with 
a Girl Scouts summer day camp, 
which she has worked with for 
two summers. Abera received the 
Silver Award, the highest honor a 
Cadet in the Girl Scouts can receive.

Not to be outdone, Bamlak 
Yilma, a sixth grade student 
at St. Augustine, also earned a 
President’s Volunteer Service 
Award from the White House. She 
participated in the same coat drive 
through her church that Debora 
Abera helped direct. Keeping a 
journal, as directed by her teacher, 
helped her make the most of the 
experience. “Money is not the only 
thing that can make a person’s 
day,” she wrote. 

“You don’t need money or 
a crowd,” to impact peoples’ 
lives, according to Yilma, who 
has attended St. Augustine for 
five years. “You can accomplish 
a lot with family, friends, and 
community.”  She wrote that 
through such a volunteer initiative, 
she learned she can impact people 
whom she has not even met.

Debora Abera

Photos by Jacques Benovil.
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time in the basement of the parish 
school. Hopes of a new church ended 
in 1961 when it was decreed that St. 
Augustine Parish would merge with 
St. Paul’s on 15th and V Streets, a 
parish notoriously unwelcoming to 
Black Catholics. 

Twenty years later, on November 
12, 1982, after a petition from the 
parishioners and pastor, Archbishop 
James Hickey decreed that “Saints 
Paul and Augustine Church” would 
“henceforth bear the title of the 
Parish of Saint Augustine.” Our legacy 
was preserved so that the mission of 
Catholic education, social justice, and 
enduring faith and worship could 
continue. 

As we invest in our children 
through our school, today we imitate 
the enduring faith of those who 
went before us. Thank you your 
contribution toward keeping our 
proud legacy alive today. Imitating 
the enduring faith of those who went 
before us.

Sincerely,

Fr. Patrick A. Smith

Saint Augustine students got a 
quick lesson in on-call work during 
the March 17 Career Day at the 
school.

The four-man crew representing 
Station 9 from the DC Fire and 
Emergency Management Services 
Department on U Street had their 
radios on for a reason. Always on call, 
they had to be ready to leave Saint 
Augustine School at a moment’s 
notice. During the second round of 
Career Day talks in the morning, the 
crew ran out of the Saint Augustine 
Room to respond to a call.

Luckily for Saint Augustine 
students, there were a dozen other 
speakers present at Career Day to talk 
with them about career ranging from 
child welfare, federal government 
economics, international 
development, lobbying and public 
affairs, non-profit work, public affairs, 
software development, venture 
capital and entrepreneurship, and 
the U.S. Coast Guard. William Wright, 
customer service specialist with DC 
Fire and EMS, spoke on behalf of the 
department after his four colleagues 
from Station 9 hastily departed. 

From the Pastor’s Desk
continued from page 1

Career Day 

Lt. Patrick Bennett from the U.S. 
Coast Guard told students how he 
was not a very strong high school 
student academically and lost a 
football scholarship as a result 
of being present at a brawl with 
students from a rival high school, 
but that he took advantage of the 
opportunity that admissions to the 
U.S. Coast Guard Academy provided 
him and has taken advantage of the 
opportunities.  

Mr. Mylo Mannya from Open Box 
Software spoke about working for a 
company that designs software for 
real estate management companies. 
He talked with students about the 
company culture and what it was 
like going to work for the company 
in his native South Africa. His wife, 
Shingi Masanzu, who is also a Saint 
Augustine parishioner, spoke about 
being a lawyer at the World Bank.

Leslie Giddens Robinson, a Saint 
Augustine parishioner, spoke with 
students about how she initially 
worked in providing health care 
to patients and later started her 
own consultancy and helped larger 
healthcare companies with setting 

Leslie Giddens Robinson, a Saint 
Augustine parishioner, talks with middle 
school students about her career in 
health care, focusing on assisting large 
healthcare providers in administering 
Medicare and Medicaid programs.

William Wright, customer service 
specialist with the DC Fire and EMS 
Department, tells students that his 
department pays competitive salaries 
and benefits. 

up programs to have healthier 
outcomes with lower healthcare 
expenses for Medicaid and Medicare 
recipients.

Valerie D’Costa, a Saint Augustine 
parishioner, had a special message 
for female students: that they too 
can ascend to management and “be 
the boss,” no matter what anyone 
else tells them. She recently left the 
World Bank after a lengthy career 
there and responsibilities managing 
projects. 
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Story ideas for the newsletter? Please contact Bill Murray at bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org. 

Would you like to update your address for our records?  
Please complete an alumni contact form at www.staug-dc.org/alumni.html. 

We welcome inquiries from alumni, former students and anyone interested in our school.
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