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Dear Alumni, Parents & Friends,
In 2018, we celebrate the 10-year 

anniversary of the Handmaids of 
the Holy Child Jesus coming to Saint 
Augustine Catholic School. 

The fruits of this action include 
evangelization and academic success.

On Easter Sunday 2010, when 
The Washington Post published 
a feature on 19 Saint Augustine 
School students being received into 
the Catholic Church, it was part of 
a broader story of a school with a 
revitalized Catholic identity. 

When Fr. Patrick A. Smith, 
pastor, with the permission of 
then-Archbishop Donald Wuerl of 

Washington, brought the Handmaids 
of the Holy Child Jesus, a missionary 
order from Nigeria, to his parish 
school in 2008-2009, he committed 
to breathing new life into our 
school.  Sister Emmanuella Ladipo, 
HHCJ, preceded me by one year as 
principal in 2008-2009, and together 
they instituted a weekly school Mass, 
school prayers five times a day, and 
a refocused religious education 
program.

Not only have more than 65 
students been received into the 
Catholic Church since 2010, but 
parents have either been brought 
into full communion with the Church 
or been brought back to active 
practice of the Catholic faith. Alleluia!
Praise to God, I say!

During the last 10 years, our 
school has examined its academic 
strengths and sought to build upon 
them. We decided we had to bring 
together a core group of veteran 
faculty and staff, who have included 
Mrs. Cheryl Hanton (fifth grade), Mrs. 
Dolores McDonald (kindergarten, 
early childhood coordinator), Mrs. 
Catherine McDonnell (second grade), 

Mr. Ronald Riley, (Math Department 
chairman, athletic support), and Mr. 
Raven Wilkins (assistant principal, 
director of admissions). Among other 
steps, we more closely tracked, 
using computer-based testing, 
the progress of our students and 
instituted intervention strategies 
to help our students, whether they 
were performing below grade level, 
at grade level, or above it.

In our second year as a 
private school, the Middle States 
Accreditation Team, in consultation 
with their national board, named 
Saint Augustine School “a hidden 
Gem” in the heart of Washington 
DC. This is one of many reasons we 
continue to thrive. 

As a result of our work, our eighth 
grade students are gaining admission 
into top local high schools, including 
Academy of Holy Cross, Archbishop 
Carroll, Bishop McNamara, DeMatha, 
Elizabeth Seton, Georgetown 
Visitation, Gonzaga, St. John’s, St. 
Vincent Pallotti, and Sidwell Friends. 

If you want, you can listen to what 
others say, as opposed to what I say, 
since I am quite biased. 
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Ms. Rebecca Meli is 
our new seventh grade 
homeroom and Middle 
School Social Studies 
teacher. A native of Rome, 
Italy, Ms. Meli taught 
Social Studies and History 
for a year at Archbishop 
Carroll High School in the 
District of Columbia and also taught 
elementary school students at Holy 
Trinity School in Georgetown for 
three years. “The teachers are very 
supportive,” Ms. Meli said of her 
new colleagues. “They are very full 
of energy: a very lively bunch,” she 
said of her students. She holds a 
bachelor’s degree in History and 
Secondary Education from Catholic 
University of America.
In addition to teaching 60 middle 

school students, Ms. 
Meli is also teaching 
Social Studies to fifth 
grade students. She 
is a U.S. citizen who is 
interested in languages; 
she was enrolled in an 
Arabic class when she 
took the Saint Augustine 

Catholic School teaching position. 

Christmas Production A Christmas Carol 2017

New Teacher Welcome

On December 22, Saint Augustine 
students performed A Christmas 
Carol 2017, a contemporary telling of 
the Nativity story, adding elements of 
Charles Dickens’ novella A Christmas 
Carol and St. Luke and St. Matthew’s 
Gospels and set in the Nation’s 
Capital.
Produced by Mr. Neptune Pringle III, 
director of Music and Performing 
Arts at Saint Augustine, the musical 
featured a scene set in the Rock 
Creek Park of a Scrooge played by 
a female sixth grade student who 
was serenaded by second grade 
actors singing Elvis Presley’s “You’ll 
Have a Blue Christmas,” after Belle, 

Scrooge’s longtime love interest, 
breaks up with him about Scrooge’s 
love of gold.
The production also featured Hip Hop 
and Go-Go music, as well as a scene 
set on the National Mall. Familiar 
scenes included the angel appearing 
to Joseph in a dream and telling the 
carpenter to take Mary as his wife 
and Jesus as his son. The Three 
Magi from the East also appeared 
in the Christmas production, first 
presenting themselves to King Herod 
the Great, who directed them to 
Jerusalem, and then following the 
direction of the angel not to report 
back to Herod about what they found.

Photos by Mr. Kip McCoy

In Memoriam
Iris L. Butler Nelson ‘45

Delores Kendrick ‘45
Selma Twitty, wife of Harry P. 

Anderson ’53
May the souls of the faithfully 

departed, through the mercy of 
God, rest in peace.

• One highly selective local Catholic 
girls school recently called me 
when they found out that one 
of our students had named 
the school as her #2 selection, 
second to a local private school. 
“We want her,” they said, even 
before the student had taken the 
High School Placement Test. She 
is likely to receive admissions 
offers at two of the best local 
high schools.

• A parent moving from New York 
called the admissions office of 
a local all-boys Catholic high 
school, and she asked which 
local Catholic elementary school 
she should enroll her son in to 
give him a good chance of being 
admitted to the high school. The 
admissions officer recommended 
Saint Augustine Catholic School. 
Our young alumni are the best 
testimony to our academic 
strengths.

We have formed partnerships 
with Christ Child Society, Higher 
Achievement Program, Joe’s Champs, 
and Youth Leadership Foundation, 
and other local non-profits to 
improve our academic programs and 
support of students. 

Space does not permit me the 
opportunity to do full justice to the 
improvements we have seen in 10 
years in our aftercare, arts, athletics, 
and our performing arts programs, 
among others. I thank our staff and 
parents for being partners with 
me in this journey. Please continue 
to read this newsletter and other 
communications from the school to 
learn more.

Thank you for your support.

Sister Gloria Mary Agumagu,
HHCJ

From the Principal’s 
Desk

continued from page 1
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In 1991, Col. Richard Cooper ’54 
was chewing the fat with friends, 
holding a periodic talk about the 
state of the world. 

“We are talking about what needed 
to be done to help youth,” he recalled. 

Growing up under the watchful  
eyes of the Oblate Sisters of 
Providence at Saint Augustine School 
and being in the fourth graduating 
class at Archbishop Carroll High 
School, run by the Augustinian 
Fathers from Philadelphia, grew 
up during what he regards as a 
wonderful time in the District of 
Columbia. Since he grew up in 
Ledroit Park, his family attended 
Holy Redeemer Parish in Northwest, 
run by the Josephite Fathers, but 
he also remembers the late Msgr. 
George Gingras at Saint Augustine. 

“He was the law of the land,” 
Cooper said. “He was no non-sense 
but a nice person.” The Oblate Sisters 
were also kind, as long as their 
students did what they required, and 
they paddled recalcitrant children.

In part resulting from his talk 
with his friends, Cooper decided to 
become part of the Civil Air Patrol, 
an auxiliary program of the U.S. 
Air Force with a significant youth 
outreach program. 

Cooper had served in the Air Force 

Teaching young people how to fly
for four years after high school after 
initially becoming part of the Civil 
Air Patrol at Archbishop Carroll. 
After receiving a draft notice, he 
decided that enlisting in the Air 
Force would be preferable to serving 
in the Army. During those Cold War 
days, he served as anair ground 
radio operator in England 30 miles 
from Oxford, and the experience of 
living in Great Britain enabled him to 
easily visit cities throughout Western 
Europe.

Through the GI Bill, Cooper 
attendedQuincy College in Illinois, 
later working for PEPCO, where 
he initially was talked to work on 
building a nuclear power plant on 
the Potomac River near Quantico. 
When that project was scuttled 
because of expenses, he learned 
COBOL programming and settled 
into a career working in computer 
and information technology 
departments.

One primary mission of the Civil 
Air Patrol is to try to find missing 
aircraft, but they also assist the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) during natural 
disasters and work to develop the 
aerospace workforce of the future 
from working with everything from 
robots to rockets to airplanes. In 
2014, an Air Force F-15 crashed in 
Virginia. National Capital, Maryland, 
and West Virginia wings assisted in 
the search and recovery.

Cooper received a civilian pilot’s 
license and through his work with 
the National Capital Wing of the 
Civil Air Patrol became Squadron 
Commander and eventually Wing 
Commander. 

During Hurricane Sandy, Civil 
Air Patrol personnel, including 
Cooper, assisted FEMA by providing 
160,000 photos of the Atlantic Ocean 

shoreline to 15 miles inland in an 
area ranging from Wilmington, Del., 
to Cape Cod, Mass. The Civil Air Patrol 
was also active in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina, going door-to-
door providing medicine and water 
to remaining residents in Louisiana. 
Providing photos tagged with GPS 
coordinates, in addition, allowed 
some who had evacuated to see if 
their home was still standing after 
the hurricane and flooding. 

The Civil Air Patrol’s cadet 
program includes weekly meetings 
with some weekend and summer 
activities for youth ages 12 to 18, 
assisting them with obtaining pilot’s 
licenses, beginning with flying a 
glider solo at the age of 14, flying solo 
in an aircraft at 16 years, and learning 
how to build and operate robots and 
rockets. The cadets participate in an 
Air Force Association cyber security 
championship at National Harbor 
each year, and the Civil Air Patrol 
also educates cadets in astronomy, 
flight simulation, and remote-control 
aircraft.  

A supporter of his alma mater, 
Saint Augustine Catholic School, 
Cooper is holding discussions with 
Science teacher, Ms. Starre Williams, 
and the Saint Augustine School 
Robotics Club moderator, Reginald 
Berry, about working together 
through the Civil Air Patrol.

Saint Augustine is seeking 
interested adults who love science 
to come to the school to judge our 
Science Fair on Tuesday, April 24. 
Please contact Ms. Starre Williams, 
science teacher, at 202-667-2608 
or swilliams@saintaugustine-dc.
org, for more information.

Science Fair Judges 
Sought

32017-2018 School Theme: “This is my commandment: love one another as I have loved you.” (John 15:12-13)



They say that 
volunteers are the 
lifeblood to many non-
profits. One could say at 
Saint Augustine Church 
that our parishioners, 
in volunteering their 
time, bring the mission 
of the church into 
motion.

I have never seen 
anything quite like 

Saint Augustine, where people show what they value in 
our fast-paced society by how they spend their time.

There are the white-gloved ushers with nametags at 
Mass. There are volunteers like Ingrid Parks Clarke ’63 
and Donna Gaskins Pasteur ’64 who help out extensively 
at the school with everything from filing paperwork to 
answering phones to helping vet teaching candidates. 
Then there is the Sodality of Our Lady, Rites for Christian 
Initiation for Adults, and CCD or Sunday School, as some 
would call it.

One can’t forget Feet on the Street, the twice-
monthly Friday evening outreach to those experiencing 
homelessness on the streets of Washington. There are 
choir members, lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, and 
volunteers who assist with many ministries at Saint 
Augustine, such as the Young Adult Ministry.

“It’s something you’re expected to do,” one lifelong 
parishioners told me, reflecting what the Oblate Sisters 
had told him at St. Paul and Augustine School, likely 
reflecting lessons he had learned at home, not to mention 
from the previous generations that had also attended 
Saint Augustine. Back in my first couple years working 
with Saint Augustine, I can remember attending a school 
fundraising meeting with him that lasted until 11:30 
p.m. on Friday evening. Now that’s dedication from a 
volunteer!    

Royal R. Robinson, Jr., was one of a legion of 
parishioners who has given his time to Saint Augustine. 

Royal, who passed away in his sleep on Dec. 18, would 
answer the phones at the Gingras Center in preparation 

for our Thanksgiving food outreach and Christmas toy 
give away. He loved to watch The Family Feud and the 
local newscast while he worked in the second floor 
conference room, the photos of pastors from the early 
20th century watching over him. He would come to 
insert handouts into the parish bulletin and help with 
other tasks. He also volunteered extensively for other 
causes, including City Councilman and former Mayor 
Vincent Gray, whom Royal had known since his youth.

It seems to me that retirees like Royal understood 
how to remain active and useful to other people. When 
Royal stopped coming a few years ago because of health 
concerns, I missed him and his habits. I would sometimes 
think it would be good to visit him, but I did not feel that 
I knew him well enough to do so. 

Thank you to everyone who volunteers, whether it 
be at Saint Augustine or some other non-profit that you 
love. By sharing your time, talents, and treasures, you 

make the world a better 
place. And may the souls 
of the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace.

Bill Murray is the development 
officer for Saint Augustine 
Catholic School, and you 
can reach him at bmurray@
saintaugustine-dc.org or 240-
418-5427.

Bringing the Mission into Motion

Development Corner

Bill Murray

Keep Prayin’
Black History Month Production
Friday, February 22, 2018 at 6:30 pm.

St. Augustine Catholic School

Tickets are $10.00 for adults, $7.00 for 
senior citizens and alumni, and $5.00 for 

children ages 5 to 12 years.

Upcoming Events
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When Lawrence C. Marshall ’93 
walks the halls of Saint Augustine 
Catholic School and runs into his 
former teacher, Mrs. Cheryl Hanton, 
he greets her, “Hi, Mom.”

Mrs. Lorraine Lee, the former 
social studies teacher and vice 
principal who is now retired, had 
also earned the same title, even 
though Lawrence is the only child 
of Marshall (Cobb) Marshall, an 
alumna and lifelong parishioner of 
Saint Augustine. Lawrence’s aunt, 
Mrs. Adams, has also served for 
years as Saint Augustine School’s 
administrative assistant.

Working with Lawrence’s 
mother, Mrs. Hanton and Mrs. Lee 
had determined to set high goals 
for Lawrence during his youth. He 
graduated as valedictorian of his 
class and also matriculated in the 
top 5 percent of his class at DeMatha 
Catholic High School in Hyattsville.

Finding his way with the nationally 
ranked DeMatha Stags Varsity 
basketball team was a significant 
challenge, however, that Lawrence 
faced, even after being a star player 
at Saint Augustine. Told by legendary 
coach Morgan Wooton that he had 
earned a spot on the team but would 
not likely play, Lawrence shifted 
over to the high school CYO team at 
St. Jerome in Hyattsville, where he 
learned a great deal from “Coach 
Chris,” his task master at St. Jerome.

With a grudge nurtured by his 
new coach, heplayed point guard 
and shooting guard with a “chip on 

Always a part of the family: Lawrence Marshall 

my shoulder,” feeling that he had not 
received the respect or opportunities 
that he might have received had 
he played for a more high profile 
CYO team such as St. Gabriel or St. 
Ambrose. Through a great deal of 
“blood, sweat and tears,” including 
finding ingenious ways of accessing 
the gym during hours when it was not 
open, Lawrence lettered varsity for 
four years at Bowie State University, 
a Division II team.

These days, Lawrence Marshall is 
back at Saint Augustine, a second-
year school parent with a son in the 
seventh grade and a daughter in the 
third grade.

As coach of the Saint Augustine 
Varsity Boys Basketball team, 
Lawrence is bringing to bear not 
only his experience as a basketball 
player and a parent but also a 
full-time basketball trainer. Steve 
Benefield coached Lawrence at Saint 
Augustine, and it’s now the latter’s 
turn.

“I have a much broader 
perspective,” of life than when he 
attended Saint Augustine, Lawrence 
said. “You knew they were giving 

themselves,” he said of his teachers, 
but as a coach who conducts twice-
weekly practices and study halls, he 
understands first-hand the sacrifices 
and self-giving that comes with 
working with young people.

“As a coach, I’m much more 
nurturing than I was as a player,” 
he said. He describes himself as 
more emotionally effected by his 
work with his dozen players than he 
ever was during his time as a youth 
basketball player. 

When reached in mid-January, 
Marshall’s Varsity Boys team was 
2-1 in their division, which includes 
tough competitors like St. Ambrose, 
St. Jerome, and Washington Jesuit 
Academy. Nonetheless, the team lost 
a tournament championship game by 
two points and also lost by one point 
to Little Flower in the Georgetown 
Prep tournament. 

“The tough losses are making 
them hungrier,” Marshall said of his 
players.

Coach Marshall works closely 
with Girls Varsity coach Kip McCoy, 
who is also CYO athletic director 
and physical education and health 
education teacher at Saint Augustine 
Catholic School, and Rich Lancaster, 
Junior Varsity boys basketball coach 
at Saint Augustine. The CYO program 
is open to all parish youth, and all 
CYO basketball players are welcome 
at the Marshall-proctored study 
halls, which take place from 4 p.m. to 
6 p.m.

Marshall grew up as a well-
rounded youth at Saint Augustine, 
singing in the Saint Augustine youth 
choir with his cousin Donita J. Adams 
‘87, under the direction of the late 
Leon Roberts. Marshall acted in 
plays with fellow alum Nova Tate 
Nelson, who went on to become a 
professional singer and has returned 
to Saint Augustine as a school parent.

Like many young ball players, 
Lawrence grew up wanting to play 
in the NBA. John Thompson, Jr., 

continued on page 7
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For Ann Fudge, it all started in the eighth grade

During her eighth grade year at St. 
Augustine School, Ann (Brown) Fudge 
’65 attracted the attention of one of 
her teachers, Mother Marcellina M. 
Brooks, O.S.P.

Mother Marcellina, who later 
served as president of Bowie State 
University after leaving religious life, 
saw young Ann’s potential for more 
challenging work. The Oblate Sister 
gave Ann extra work to complete 
to help her student achieve her 
potential. When it came time to 
recommend high schools, Mother 
Marcellina recommended all-girls 
Immaculata College High School in 
Tenley Circle, where Ann was one 
of just four black girls in her ninth 
grade class of 100.

Despite the initial challenges, 
studying in a culturally diverse setting 
at Immaculata helped Ann make 
the eventual transition to attending 
Simmons College in Massachusetts. 
During her time in New England, 
she met her future husband Richard 
Fudge and married him during her 
sophomore year, and she eventually 
matriculated to Harvard Business 
School, which she attended while 
being the mother of a one-year old 
and a four-year old child.

A successful 30-year corporate 

career saw Ann Fudge serve as the 
chief executive officer and chairman 
of the board of Young & Rubicam, 
the global ad agency, in addition 
to heading up the $5 billion Kraft 
division for beverages, deserts and 
Post cereals. 

“I liked marketing and building 
businesses,” she said of her corporate 
career.

She took a two-year sabbatical at 
the age of 50 and “fully retired” in 
2007 to work on Barack Obama’s 
first presidential campaign. In recent 
years has served on a number of 
corporate and non-profit boards, 
including the Gates Foundation, 
General Electric, the Museum of 
African-American History and 
Culture, Northrup Grumman, 

Novartis, Unilever, and WGBH Public 
Media in Boston. 

The difference between serving 
on a board and heading up a 
corporate division or a company is 
like the difference between being a 
grandparent and a parent, she said.

Through the success she has 
achieved, including her husband 
and her being grandparents to five 
children, Ann Fudge has not forgotten 
her roots. Even though she has 
travelled to more than 60 countries 
and visited every continent except 
Antarctica, her hometown still has a 
special pull for her. 

She was raised, after all, on 
Fifteenth Street, a short walk from 
Bishops Gate at 1715 Fifteenth 
Street, where St. Augustine Church 
and School were located during her 
youth, before the eventual merger 
with St. Paul Catholic Church on 
V Street. On Fifteenth Street, she 
remembers a basement church with 
a beautiful altar facing Fifteenth 
Street and the school located in the 
back, with a “huge” playground on 
the property.

She had three very close childhood 
friends, with whom she is still close 
today: Jackie Beard ’65, Judith Butler 

(left to right) Judy Rodney ‘65, Linda Wilkinson ‘65, Jackie Beard ‘65, and Ann Fudge ‘65
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Kebron Zewda, our seventh 
grade fencer, competed in the 
Capital Clash tournament during 
the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday 
weekend at the Gaylord National 
Harbor in Oxon Hill, Md.

The Capital Clash is the largest 
youth fencing tournament in the 

Seventh Grade Fencer completes in 
largest youth fencing tournament

Rodney ’65, and Linda Lyles Wilkinson 
’65. “Our parents knew each other,” 
she said of her upbringing. Not only 
that, but the school secretary and 
administration “knew more about 
you than you knew about yourself,” 
she quipped. The late Msgr. George 
L. Gingras was the pastor, while the 
late Fr. Leonard Hurley was associate 
pastor.  

It was a tumultuous time to grow 
up, with the March on Washington 
in August 1963 and President John 
F. Kennedy’s assassination in Dallas 
in November 1963. The Civil Rights 
movement had a very pivotal effect 
on Ann Fudge’s life, and there are 
some good memories to go along 
with painful ones associated with 
this struggle, she said.

Given her positive memories of St. 
Augustine School, Ann Fudge played 
a key role in the 2007-2008 effort 
to successfully save St. Augustine 
School and entrust its day-to-day 
financing and management to St. 
Augustine Parish. “My husband and I 
think that education is the key,” she 
said. When St. Augustine needed her, 
Ann Fudge was there for her alma 
mater.

She attended St. Augustine School 
from Kindergarten through Eighth 
Grade, and all of her teachers were 
Oblate Sisters of Providence. She 
remembers the high standards 
her teachers set for her and her 
classmates, and the experience left 
an indelible impression about the 
importance of strong teachers. “The 
school did a lot with few resources,” 
she recalled. The Oblate Sisters 
balanced discipline with kindness. 

Parents were engaged in their 
children’s education. She remembers 
singing, and taking ballet and 
dancing classes, taking piano lessons, 
and also receiving the sacraments of 
First Communion, First Penance and 
Confirmation, after Baptism at St. 
Augustine. 

“We were developing as a whole 

person,” she recalls. “I learned how 
important it is to work hard but also 
to have fun.” She took advantage 
of the Capital City by visiting 
Smithsonian Museums and other 
cultural and historical institutions, 
which are oftentimes overlooked by 
DC natives.

When it came time to receive the 
Sara Lee Frontrunner Award at the 
White House in 1999, Ann Fudge 
had Dr. Marcellina Brooks attend the 
luncheon as her guest. The former 
student of Dr. Brooks had kept in 
touch through the years. When 
Ann Fudge celebrated her 65th 
birthday, furthermore, she came 
to St. Augustine Catholic Church to 
attend Mass – she has come to love 
the St. Augustine Gospel Choir - and 
threw a party with her friends. Her 
hometown is a special place for her, 
and St. Augustine is a centerpiece 
to her childhood and memories 
growing up.

world. According to Coach George 
King, Kebron’s coach with the 
National Capital Fencing Club, 
there were 2,200  youth fencers 
from ages 10-16 from almost 
every state in the US, Canada and 
Mexico, at the January Capital 
Clash tournament.

Kebron competed in the Youth 12 
Men’s Saber Event, which included 
113 fencers. Kebron finished 26th 
and was the 2nd highest finisher 
from the Washington metropolitan 
area, only one other DC-area fencer 
finished higher: Kebron’s NCFC 
teammate Justin Lee finished 25th.

Kebron fenced “brilliantly all 
day” and was eliminated in the 
round of 32 by the top ranked 
fencer in the event, according to 
Coach King.

legendary Georgetown University 
basketball coach, attended two Saint 
Augustine CYO basketball games 
during Lawrence’s youth, telling 
the young player after the first that 
he needed to get his teammates 
more involved in the offense. After 
the second, Coach Thompson 
encouraged Lawrence because he 
had worked on his passing game, 
despite Saint Augustine losing by 20 
points. These initial two interactions 
with “Big John” were memories that 
Lawrence will never forget.

But Lawrence was not meant, 
apparently, to play on the much 
larger stage that a Division I NCAA 
team or the NBA provides. Yet, he has 
a much deeper influence on a smaller 
group of young people. And he’s okay 
with that.

“This is the way it was supposed to 
be, God’s plan,” Marshall said. 

Always a part...
continued from page 5
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