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Study Guide 

 
Ms. Cropper Grade 6 ELA Christmas Assignment 

12/19/2021 

 
 

 

Articles - C 

An article is a type of adjective. It is a grammatical marker that comes before a noun.  Articles are: a, an, and 

the. 

A, and an are indefinite articles.  They refer to any item in a category.  A is used in front of a consonant sound.  

An is used in front of a vowel sound. 

Example:  Please buy me a bike.  (any bike) 

 

The is a definite article.  It is used to refer to a particular thing. 

Example:  Please buy me the bike.  (a particular bike) 

 

It may be helpful to develop flash cards to help the student practice using articles correctly.  On the front, write 

a noun with a blank space in front of it.  On the back, write the correct article. 

 

 Front Side: ____ apple 

 Back Side:  an 

 

 

 It may also be helpful to have the student brainstorm a list of nouns that begin with vowel sounds.  Then have 

the student practice saying the article an before each noun. 

 
 

 

Sentence: Compound 

A sentence consists of at least one noun or pronoun and one verb to express a complete thought. 

 

A compound sentence combines two complete sentences into one by using a semicolon or a comma and a 

coordinating conjunction. 

 

Example: The friends have tickets to the show, and they are very excited. 

 

The first half of the sentence is independent because there is a subject friends and a verb have.  The second half 

of the sentence is also independent because it uses the pronoun they and the verb are excited. 

 

A compound sentence consists of two independent clauses.  These independent clauses are separated by a 

punctuation mark such as a semicolon, or a comma and a coordinating conjunction (and, or, so, but, for, nor, 

yet) 

 

Practice: 
 

To help the student understand how to form and identify compound sentences, have the student complete the 

following sentence-building exercise. Starting with the provided independent clause, have the student add 

another independent clause by using a semicolon or a comma with a conjunction.  This addition will change the 



 Page 3 

 

clause from independent to compound. 

 

Example: 

I ate. (independent clause)  -> I ate, and now I am full. (independent clause with punctuation and a 

conjunction) 

 

1.  Stefon played soccer. 

2.  She is in a hurry. 

3.  The triplets already left together. 

4.  My new pet is cuddly. 

5.  Her new bike is fast. 
 

 

Similes - C 

A simile is a direct comparison between two unlike things used to create a dramatic effect.  Similes use the 

words "like" or "as."  For example: "The store is like a zoo."        

 

A way to improve the student's understanding of similes is to help him or her create sentences using similes.  

Remember, a simile uses the words "like" or "as."  For example: 

 

 Simile:  Jane's hair is like gold. 

 Meaning: Jane's hair is the color of gold (blond). 

 

 or 

 

 Simile:  Raul's car is as old as the Egyptian pyramids. 

 Meaning: Raul's car is very old. 

 

Encourage the student to use similes while telling stories and discussing events. 

 
 

 

Subject of Sentence - D 

The subject of a sentence tells who or what the sentence is about.  The subject performs the action (represented 

through a verb) in the sentence.  In the sentence "John swims in the lake," the subject of the sentence is "John." 

 

A fun way to help the student with understanding  this concept is to select popular reading material.  Have the 

student use a favorite magazine, newspaper, or comic book.  Choose ten sentences that contain simple subjects 

and rewrite them on his or her own paper.  Then have the student underline the subject of the sentence. 

Next, have the student use the same subject in a sentence that he or she creates. 
 

 

Verbs: Past Tense - B 

The past tense of a verb shows action that occurred in the past but did not continue into the present.  Past tense 

verbs can take regular or irregular forms. 

 

A verb is used to express physical or mental actions. 

 

 Examples of physical verbs:  jump, shout, play 
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 Examples of mental verbs:  think, fear, learn 

 

 

Regular past tense verbs are formed by adding "ed" or "d" to the end of the word. 

 Example:  jump -> jumped 

 John jumped when he saw the spider yesterday. 

 Example:  smile -> smiled 

 John smiled when he read that most spiders are harmless. 

 

Irregular past tense verbs are not formed by adding "ed" or "d" to the end of the word; instead they take 

different spellings. 

 Example:  think -> thought 

 John thought spiders were creepy. 

 Example:  freeze -> froze 

 John froze when the spider crossed his path. 

 

Practice: 
 

Using a story or textbook from the student's class, find five short sentences.  First, the student should rewrite 

the sentences on his or her own paper; then he or she should underline the verb or verb phrase (a group of words 

including a main verb and any helping verbs) in each sentence.  Next, the student should replace the underlined 

word(s) with one past tense verb.  If the verb in the sentence is already in the past tense form, he or she should 

note that on the paper. 

 

Example: 

We are late for school. -> We were late for school. 

She is talking to you. -> She talked to you. 

He watered the lawn. ->  "Watered" is already in the past tense. 
 

 

Consonants - B 

Spelling is based on the vocabulary commonly used in this grade level. 

 

Some consonants can make more than one sound. 

For instance, the letters  s, g, and c can make a soft or hard sound. 

The words space, gentle, and city have soft consonant sounds, while the words busy, gone, and cabin have hard 

consonant sounds. 

 

Some words contain silent consonants (such as lamb), while others have double consonants (like worry). 

In such cases, when words can't be spelled phonetically, students will simply have to practice spelling the 

words.  

 

To improve students' spelling, as well as increase vocabulary, choose ten words a week to focus on. It is more 

meaningful if the words have something in common. For instance, one week you might choose words that have 

"ious" endings. Another week you might select words that are all related to mathematics. Have students write 

down one of the words on the front side of an index card and the definition and a sentence using the word in 

context on the other side. Review these throughout the week. This can be done while in the car on the way to an 

appointment, at home while watching television during commercials, or any other time when you have a few 

extra minutes. 
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Teachers will usually provide appropriate words if you ask, and spelling resource books found in school supply 

stores are also beneficial. Most libraries contain spelling reference books as well. 

 

At the end of the week, ask students to write a paragraph containing all of the words. Edit the final paragraph 

together, looking for spelling and context errors. 

 

An example of a word list that can be used for this exercise includes the following words that all contain double 

consonants. 

 

quarrel 

accurate 

commit 

necessary 

opposite 

professor 

recess 

succeed 

installation 

really 
 

 

Vowels: Long/Short - B 

Spelling is based on the vocabulary commonly used in this grade level. 

 

A common pattern for words with long vowel long sounds is vowel, consonant, vowel.  For example, words 

that end with the letter e. 

Examples include the words: "stove", "came", and "hive" are examples. 

 

Another common pattern for long vowel sounds are words with two vowels in a row. 

Examples include the words: beamm, pain, and seem. 

 

A common pattern for short vowel sounds is a consonant followed by a vowel. 

Examples include the words "kept", "win", and "brim". 

 

To improve students' spelling, as well as increase vocabulary, choose ten words a week to focus on. It is more 

meaningful if the words have something in common.  When your practicing vowel sounds, for instance, create 

a list of words with the long i sound.  One method for learning how to spell is to write the word several times.  

Another method is using the word in context. 

 

Following the above instructions, create a chart like the one below. 

 

Spelling word: nice, nice, nice 

Sentence: I was very nice to my little brother. 

 

Follow this pattern with different lists of words.  You can create your own list, or ask the student's teacher for 

words the student should know.  Again, it is helpful to follow a pattern within your spelling lists. 

 

The following are ideas for lists with different vowel sounds: 

 

Words that end with a silent e and have a long vowel sound: hope, bite, cake 
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Words containing "igh" and make a long i sound: light, night, and fright 

Words containing the short a sound: cattle, chat, flag, and mast 
 

 

Spelling - D 

The spelling unit is based on the vocabulary words commonly taught at this grade level. 

 

An interesting method for improving spelling is home "spelling bees."  Create a list of spelling words and quiz 

the student each night.  Spelling words can be found in the student's textbooks and on his or her teacher's 

vocabulary list. 

 

Also, help the student develop good spelling habits: 

 

1. The student should keep a log of any words he or she misspells.  Writing these words the correct way in a 

log will help him or her remember the proper spelling in the future. 

 

2. The student should pronounce words carefully.  Articulating words correctly will help him or her deduce the 

spelling of a word. 

 

 

3. The student should visualize words as he or she writes or pronounces them.  Many words are spelled 

differently from how they sound; visualizing them helps cement odd spellings in the student's memory. 

 

4. The student should proofread everything he or she writes.  Everyone misspells a word from time to time, so 

it is important to always double-check written work. 

 
 

 

Reference Aids 

Reference aids supply information.  For example, an almanac is a reference aid that contains current facts and 

statistics.  Finding and understanding information in reference aids is fundamental to academic success. 

 

Introduce the student to a variety of reference aids by taking a trip to the library.  Make a list, such as a 

scavenger hunt list, and help him or her find the information.  For example, ask the student to find a synonym 

for "enormous."  He or she should go to a thesaurus for that information. 
 

 

Organizing Information - D 

Organizing information applies to taking notes and outlining information.  Developing the correct outline 

format is essential to mastering this skill. 

 

Outlines present information in categories.  Within each outline category, subcategories further classify 

information.  Consider the following example of an outline about colors: 

 

Outline Topic: Colors 

 

I.  Primary Colors 

 

 A.  Blue 

 B.  Green 
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 C.  Red 

 

 

II.  Pastel Colors 

 

 A.  Pink 

 B.  Lavender 

 C.  Yellow 

 

 

The topic is divided into two main categories (primary and pastel) which are then further divided into 

subcategories. 

 

Many people use outlines to organize information in preparation for writing.  Also, outlines are used to 

determine how different types of information relate to one another.  It may be useful to help the student 

develop an outline for his or her interests.  Before beginning to write a paper, he or she should try to organize 

ideas in an outline. 
 

 

Graphic (Forms) - A 

A form is usually a printed sheet with blank spaces.  Forms are completed by filling in the blank spaces with 

your personal information.  You fill out forms when applying for things such as a job or a driver's license or 

registering for something, such as a class.  Forms are also completed when visiting a doctor's office or the 

hospital.  Filling out forms correctly is a skill used often in daily life. 

 

A fun method for improving this skill is to help the student complete an actual form.  Begin by listing with the 

student all the possible reasons for filling out a form.  See the above paragraph for some suggestions.   

 

Next, choose one of your listed reasons for filling out a form, and take a field trip with the student to pick up the 

form.  For example, if you listed a job application, go to the nearest convenience store and ask for a job 

application.  Take the form home with you and have the student practice filling in the information on the form.   

 

Discuss with the student the importance of filling out a form neatly and with the accurate information.  Ask the 

student questions such as, what would happen if you filled in the wrong phone number on the form?  What if 

you forgot to list your age?  Show him or her the benefits of being able to complete a form successfully. 
 
 

Graphic (Public Information) - B 

Public information refers to a public form or announcement.  Understanding advertisements, garage sales signs, 

posters, and other types of public information is an important life skill. 

 

A creative way to improve the student's understanding of forms and announcements is to develop a written 

announcement for a fictitious event, such as a masquerade party.  Once the student understands how an 

announcement is produced, he or she may have an easier time interpreting the information on other forms and 

announcements.  It may be worthwhile to explain the importance of forms and announcements to the student.  

Forms and announcements are often used to give information on events, such as a concert or game.  This may 

spark an interest in the student.  
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Graphic (Table) - A 

Tables are used to show relationships among data.  For example, a table may compare the number of points 

scored by each player on a basketball team. 

 

 

 

Have the student survey his or her friends' favorite kinds of candy bars.  Help the student use the collected data 

to create a table.  (Reward the student for a job well done with a favorite candy bar!) 
 

 

Graphic (Maps) - E 

Map reading is the ability to identify specific locations on a given map.  The student must be able to find 

places, as well as move from one location on the map to another. 

 

An interesting method for improving the student's ability to read maps is to utilize an actual map and plan a trip.  

This may spark the student's interest and therefore make learning more exciting.  Help the student move from 

one location to another.  What highways should he or she take?  How long will it take to complete the trip if 

driving 4 hours a day?  What about 8 hours a day? 
 

 

Verbs: Present Tense - B 

The present tense of a verb shows action that occurs in the present, occurs regularly, or is constant and generally 

true at any given time. 

 

Practice: 
 

Using sentences from any age-appropriate text, supply the student with several sentences that do not include 

present tense verbs.  The verbs--none of which are present tense--should be highlighted and identified to the 

student as verbs.  The student should then rewrite the sentences in his or her notebook replacing the highlighted 

verbs with present tense verbs and rearranging any other words or phrases to create a complete sentence. 

 

 Example: 

 They politely exchanged phone numbers after class.  (past tense)  ->  They politely exchange phone 

numbers after class. 

 They will study together for the test.  (future tense)  ->  They study together for the test. 

  
 

 

Subject-Verb Agreement - D 

The subject of a sentence tells who or what the sentence is about.  The subject performs the action (represented 

through a verb) in a sentence.  In "John swims in the lake," the subject of the sentence is "John." 

 

The verb is the action word in a sentence.  In the sentence "Jason surfs often," the action word is "surfs." 

 

The verb tense of a sentence must agree with the single or plural subject of the sentence.  For example, in "The 

girls were going to school," the subject (girls) is plural, so the verb, "were," must also be plural. 

 

Practice: 
 

A beneficial method for improving the student's understanding of subject-verb agreement is to create sentences 
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with all verbs omitted.  Help the student insert the correct verbs.  For example: 

 

 No Verb: The children ____ to the zoo yesterday. 

 Verb:    The children went to the zoo yesterday. 

 
 

 

Adjectives - B 

An adjective is a word that describes a noun or a pronoun.  Adjectives answer one of the following questions: 

Which one?  What kind?  How many?  How much? 

 

Here are some examples of adjectives. 

- Ex. The BROWN dog barked up the tree. 

- Ex. Rock climbing is MORE DANGEROUS than swimming. 

- Ex. Toni is the SMARTEST child in our class. 

 

Practice: 
 

In order to help the student understand how to use adjectives, use the following exercise. Help the student 

choose a busy and interesting picture from a magazine.  Then set a timer for five minutes and have the student 

make a list of as many adjectives as possible that describe things in the picture.  When the timer rings, have the 

student write five sentences about the picture without using any of the adjectives listed.  Last, have the student 

rewrite the five sentences, including appropriate adjectives.  Ask the student to tell you which sentences they 

find more interesting and why? 
 

 

Predicate of Sentence - D 

Every sentence can be divided into two parts, a subject and a predicate.  The subject represents who or what the 

sentence is about.  The predicate represents what happened or what was done.  In the sentence, "Betsy ran to 

school," "Betsy" is the subject and "ran to school" is the predicate. 

 

It may be beneficial to have the student locate predicates in his or her reading materials or in spoken language.  

Ask  him or her to tell you who or what is involved in a given sentence.  This will lead to subject 

identification.  Next, ask what happens to or with the subject.  The portion of a sentence that describes what 

happens to or with the subject is the predicate.  For example: 

 

 Sentence:  The runner crossed the finish line. 

 Subject:   runner 

 Predicate: crossed the finish line 

 

 

Or, the student may enjoy acting out a sentence.  For instance, have the student act out "The student walked 

across the room."  After he or she has walked across the room, have the student identify himself or herself as 

the subject and "walked across the room" as the predicate. 
 

 

Verbs: Main 

A verb expresses action which may or may not be visible.  In "Samantha pushed the bike," "pushed" is a visible 

action verb.  "Pushing" is something that can be observed.  In "Samantha needed a new bike," "needed" is the 

verb, but it expresses an invisible action. 
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Verbs describe something that is happening, that has happened, or that will happen.  A verb may consist of one 

word or a combination of words.  Sometimes a main verb is combined with helping verbs to create a verb 

phrase.  For example, in "We are driving to town," the word "are" is the helping verb and "driving" is the main 

verb.  Together they make up the verb phrase.  

 

It may be useful to explain verbs to the student.  Develop a series of sentences and help him or her correctly 

identify the main and helping verbs.  The following is an example: 

 

 Sentence: I should have brought a sweater. 

 

In this sentence, "should have" are words which make up the helping verb and "brought" is the main verb. 

 
 

 

Fragment/Run-On Sentence - E 

A sentence is a group of words that expresses a complete thought. 

 

A fragment is an incomplete sentence that cannot stand alone because it conveys partial meaning.  For 

example, "A movie about kids" and "likes fun music" are fragments. 

 

A run-on sentence is a sentence that contains too much information.  "My dad baked a cake it tasted great 

without frosting" is a run-on sentence. 

 

Examples of Fragments 

A sentence fragment does not express a complete thought for one of two reasons: 

1) It is missing a subject or predicate. 

 Running quickly across the field. (missing subject) 

 Over thirty men. (missing predicate) 

2) It is a subordinate clause. 

 When we left this morning. 

 Because she was late for her meeting. Examples of Run-On Sentences 

A run-on sentence consists of two or more sentences that run together as if they were a single thought.  There 

are two types: 

1) Fused - When two or more independent clauses are joined without a coordinating conjunction or endmark. 

 The lightning flashed brightly in the sky the thunder roared in my ears. 

2) Comma splice - When two or more independent clauses are joined by a comma instead of an endmark. 

 I didn't hear you come in, I must have had the radio turned up too loudly.Practice: 

 

Below are some sentence examples for the student.  These examples will help him or her practice identifying 

and correcting sentence fragments and run-ons.  First, ask the student to identify whether the sentence is 

complete, a fragment, or a run-on sentence.  Next, have the student correct the sentence.  The first two 

examples are completed below.  After the student has mastered the examples below, you may wish to find 

more sentences for them to use as practice.  You can use sentences from his or her textbooks, local newspapers, 

magazines, books, or, you may create your own. 

1.  Yoanna fell outside. (Complete Sentence - No changes necessary) 

2.  Bintu and her brother. (Sentence Fragment - a verb needs to be added) 

3.  The restrooms are in the back corner. 

4.  My mother and stepfather, while on vacation. 

5.  For lunch I brought tomato soup I forgot that Mr. Tomeo's class was bringing in food for the entire class. 
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6.  Pack your warm clothes don't forget to pack a wool scarf. 

7.  Laying in the tall grass. 

8.  Animals of the San Diego Wild Animal Park. 

9.  I slammed on the brakes at that moment thank goodness I had quick reflexes. 

10.  Chicago, Illinois, our next stop. 

 
 

 

Sentence Sequence - E 

A coherent paragraph contains precise and related information presented in a reasonable order.  Sentence 

sequencing consists of arranging several sentences from one paragraph into logical order. 

 

A method for improving this skill is to develop a series of sentences and help the student arrange the sentences 

in the correct order.  Remind the student to look for clues in each sentence, such as the word "first" or "next."  

For example: 

 

 Sentence 1: After lunch we went to the movies. 

 Sentence 2: We began our day by going to Jerry's for lunch. 

 Sentence 3: We ate Jerry's famous burgers. 

 

The correct sentence sequence is 2, 3, 1. 

 
 

 

Supporting Sentence 

A supporting sentence should help develop a story or bring a paragraph to life.  This is the sentence where 

explanation and more detail about a certain subject are given.  In the case of a narrative paragraph, in which the 

author is sharing a story, the supporting sentence may include dialogue, descriptions, or examples. Recognizing 

an effective supporting sentence in reading materials will help students write their own supporting sentences.  

This skill will allow students to write a supporting sentence that effectively and appropriately develops and 

supports the paragraph's direction.  

 

Practice: 
 

Choose a paragraph from a passage in a favorite book, magazine article, or textbook.  Have the student identify 

a supporting sentence and why he or she has chosen that particular sentence.  To make sure the supporting 

sentence is effective, ask the student if it adds explanation or development to the direction of the paragraph, or 

offers details about the subject or character. 

 

Once the student comprehends what is needed to create an effective supporting sentence, the student can begin 

writing supporting sentences.  Give the student one of the following topics: football, music, favorite movie, or 

friends.  Help the student come up with a main idea.  Then, have the student write three supporting sentences 

about the main idea.  Finally, have the student label the supporting sentence as dialogue, description, or an 

example. 
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Ms. Cropper Grade 6 ELA Christmas Assignment 

12/19/2021 

 

Student Name: ___________________________  

 

Class: ___________________________ 

 

Date: ___________________________ 

 

Instructions: Read each question carefully and select the correct answer. 

 

 

 1. Choose the correct article for the sentence. 

 

_____ good restaurant to try is the Waffle Factory. 

 A. A 

 B. An 

 

 

 2. Choose the correct article for the sentence. 

 

Her mom put _____ onion in the soup. 

 A. a 

 B. an 

 

 

 3. Choose the sentence that has an incorrect article in it. 

 A. An animal's tracks are easy to see in the snow. 

 B. You can find a alligator in one of Florida's many marshes. 

 C. A baby alligator is only eight inches long. 

 D. An elephant is one of the largest land mammals. 

 

 

 4. Choose the correct article for the sentence. 

 

_____ nice nap is always relaxing. 

 A. A 

 B. An 
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 5. Which of the following represents a correctly written compound sentence? 

 A. The children's costumes are really bright and colorful. 

 B. The children are rehearsing every day, and are looking forward to the play. 

 C. Because she is the lead fairy, Mary will go on stage before the others. 

 D. Peter is going to be a large frog in the play. 

 

 

 6. Which answer shows a compound sentence? 

 

 

 A. I've been attending the same school for seven years. 

 B. My school is special to me, since my father and grandfather studied here. 

 C. Whenever the school song is sung, I feel proud to attend. 

 D. Graduation will be sad, for I have a lot of history here. 

 

 

 7. Which of the following is a correctly written compound sentence? 

 A. It is important to have all the ingredients on hand before trying to follow a new recipe: and it is 

also a good idea to have all of your bowls and mixers cleaned and ready for use. 

 B. It is important to have all the ingredients on hand before trying to follow a new recipe; and it is 

also a good idea to have all of your bowls and mixers cleaned and ready for use. 

 C. It is important to have all the ingredients on hand before trying to follow a new recipe and it is 

also a good idea to have all of your bowls and mixers cleaned and ready for use. 

 D. It is important to have all the ingredients on hand before trying to follow a new recipe, and it is 

also a good idea to have all of your bowls and mixers cleaned and ready for use. 

 

 

 8. Which sentence shows the best way to combine these words? 

 

block, is, the, very, and, kid, on, our, Kalvin, he, is, not friendly, new,  

 A. The new kid, Kalvin, on our block is not very friendly, and he is. 

 B. Kalvin is the new kid on our block, and he is not very friendly. 

 C. Not very friendly is Kalvin, and he the new kid is on our block. 

 D. He the new kid is on our block and is not very friendly Kalvin. 

 

 

 9. Read the sentence and choose the best meaning for the underlined phrase. 

 

The student felt as free as a bird after the last day of school. 

 A. sad 

 B. happy 

 C. carefree 

 D. responsible 
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 10. Read the sentence and choose the best meaning for the underlined phrase. 

 

Despite the situation, Sara remained as cool as a cucumber. 

 A. green 

 B. upset 

 C. calm 

 D. lazy 

 

 

 11. Read the sentence and choose the best meaning for the underlined phrase. 

 

The baseball player was as good as gold. 

 A. wealthy 

 B. a good player 

 C. wearing jewelry 

 D. careful 

 

 

 12. Read the sentence and choose the best meaning for the underlined phrase. 

 

After not eating for hours, the hiker felt as hungry as a bear. 

 A. famished 

 B. full 

 C. fat 

 D. tired 

 

 

 13.  Identify the word that is the subject of the sentence. 

 

The bewildered teacher looked at the empty classroom, wondering what had happened to her students. 

 A. teacher 

 B. classroom 

 C. students 

 D. looked 

 

 

 14. Identify the word that is the subject of the sentence. 

 

While the erosion had made the cliff unstable, many dared to walk near the edge. 

 A. edge 

 B. erosion 

 C. many 

 D. cliff 
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 15. Identify the word that is the subject of the sentence. 

 

Even though the suburb was brand new, the massive houses seemed to blend into the natural scenery. 

 A. scenery 

 B. houses 

 C. suburb 

 D. massive 

 

 

 16. Identify the word that is the subject of the sentence. 

 

Although the specific events were unknown, the detective determined what happened at the scene of the 

crime. 

 A. crime 

 B. determined 

 C. detective 

 D. events 

 

 

 17. Which sentence uses a past tense of the verb to fall? 

 A. All the monkeys will fall off the bed after their mother told them to stop jumping. 

 B. All the monkeys are falling off the bed after their mother told them to stop jumping. 

 C. All the monkeys fall off the bed after their mother told them to stop jumping. 

 D. All the monkeys fell off the bed after their mother told them to stop jumping. 

 

 

 18. Choose the word or phrase that best completes the sentence. 

 

The delighted crowd ____________________. 

 A. applaud 

 B. applauded 

 C. had applaud 

 D. applauding 

 

 

 19. Choose the word that best completes the sentence. 

 

We __________ late for dinner. 

 A. was 

 B. is 

 C. were 

 D. be 
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 20. Choose the word or phrase that best completes the sentence. 

 

Gregg _______________ his homework last night. 

 A. did 

 B. do 

 C. done 

 D. had did 

 

 

 21. Choose the word that is spelled correctly and best completes the sentence.  

  

Brian and Joey were ___________ over the outcome of the football game. 

 A. quareling 

 B. qarreling 

 C. quarreling 

 D. quarelling 

 

 

 22. Choose the word that is spelled correctly and best completes the sentence.  

  

Maria and Joanie were looking forward to visiting the teddy bear ___________ at the mall. 

 A. exhibit 

 B. exibit 

 C. exibhit 

 D. excibit 

 

 

 23. Choose the word that is spelled correctly and best completes the sentence.  

  

In days past, many furniture pieces were made from _________ wood because it is so strong. 

 A. hikory 

 B. hickory 

 C. hicory 

 D. hickore 

 

 

 24. Choose the word that is spelled correctly and best completes the sentence.  

  

____________ morning we will leave for vacation. 

 A. Tommorrow 

 B. Tomorrow 

 C. Tommorow 

 D. Tomorow 
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 25. Choose the correct spelling of the word. 

 A. subdue 

 B. subdew 

 C. subdo 

 D. subdoe 

 

 

 26. Choose the correct spelling of the word. 

 A. whoop 

 B. whupe 

 C. whope 

 D. whoope 

 

 

 27. Choose the correct spelling of the word. 

 A. ciclone 

 B. cycloane 

 C. cycloan 

 D. cyclone 

 

 

 28. Choose the correct spelling of the word. 

 A. prafessor 

 B. profosser 

 C. professer 

 D. professor 

 

 

 29. Choose the correct spelling of the word. 

 A. encourage 

 B. incourage 

 C. encoraige 

 D. incorage 

 

 

 30. Choose the correct spelling of the word. 

 A. confution 

 B. confuision 

 C. confuesion 

 D. confusion 
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 31. Choose the correct spelling of the word. 

 A. meckanic 

 B. mechanic 

 C. machanick 

 D. machanic 

 

 

 32. Choose the correct spelling of the word. 

 A. enticipate 

 B. anticipate 

 C. antisipate 

 D. anticapate 

 

 

 33. Choose the best reference aid to help you answer the question. 

 

What is the meaning of the word "etiquette?" 

 A. card catalog 

 B. telephone directory 

 C. dictionary 

 D. timetable 

 

 

 34. Which of the following is the best source for finding the pronunciation of a word? 

 A. a dictionary 

 B. a thesaurus 

 C. an atlas 

 D. a bibliography 

 

 

 35. Which of the following is the best source for finding the departure time of a train. 

 A. a timetable 

 B. a local newspaper 

 C. a television news program 

 D. a local street map 
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 36. Choose the best reference aid to help you answer the question. 

 

What is the most direct route from Boston to Miami? 

 A. atlas 

 B. telephone directory 

 C. dictionary 

 D. timetable 

 

 

 37. Jose is writing a report on the Trail of Tears.  He has made a list of notes.  Use Jose's notes to answer 

the question. 

 

Jose's Notes 

1. The Cherokee Indians lived in Georgia. 

2. The Cherokee land became more valuable when settlers discovered gold. 

3. The settlers began fighting with the Cherokee. 

4. President Jackson passed legislation allowing the settlers to take the land from the Cherokee. 

5. The Cherokee were relocated and forced to migrate west. 

6. Thousands died on the migration west. 

7. Because of the suffering experienced during migration, the path they took was called "The Trail of 

Tears." 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Jose wants to divide his notes into groups.  Which notes deal with the migration west? 

 A. Notes 1, 2, and 3 

 B. Notes 2, 5, and 7 

 C. Notes 4, 5, and 7 

 D. Notes 5, 6, and 7 
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 38. Manuel is writing a report on the planet Pluto.  He has made a list of notes.  Use Manuel's list of notes 

to answer the question. 

 

Manuel's Notes 

1.  Pluto was discovered by Clyde Tombaugh in 1930. 

2.  Pluto is the farthest planet from the sun. 

3.  In 1978, James Christy discovered that Pluto has a moon. 

4.  It takes Pluto 248 Earth years to go around the sun one time. 

5.  Both Tombaugh and Christy were American astronomers. 

6.  I think Pluto is the most interesting planet. 

7.  The temperature on Pluto is estimated to be lower than 300º  F. 

_________________________________ 

 

If Manuel writes his paper on facts about the planet Pluto, which of Manuel's notes should be omitted 

from his paper? 

 A. Notes 1, 3, 5, and 7 

 B. Note 7 

 C. Notes 1 and 5 

 D. Note 6 

 

 

 39. Estella is writing a report on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  The following is a list of the notes she has 

compiled.  Use her notes to answer the question that follows. 

 

1.  King was born in 1929. 

2.  King studied at the Crozier Theological Seminary. 

3.  King received his doctoral degree at Boston University. 

4.  King married Coretta Scott in 1953. 

5.  Coretta Scott King has continued to work for non-violent social change since her husband's death. 

6.  In 1963, King delivered his "I Have a Dream" speech in Washington D.C. 

7.  King was assassinated on April 4, 1968 in Memphis, Tennessee. 

8.  King was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. 

9.  King wrote several books including Why We Can't Wait and Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos 

or Community 

10. King encouraged non-violent resistance to segregation. 

11. King was a respected civil-rights leader. 

   

_________________________________ 

 

If Estella writes a portion of her report on the academic accomplishments of Dr. King, which notes 

should be included in that portion of her report? 

 A. Notes 1, 4, and 5 

 B. Notes 2, 3, and 9 

 C. Note 8 

 D. Notes 1 and 7 
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 40. Gloria is writing a paper on man-made satellites.  She created this outline to help organize her paper.  

Use the outline to answer the question. 

 

 
Line I-B-1-a is blank.  Which of the following would best fit in the blank? 

 A. storms 

 B. communication 

 C. radio signals 

 D. hurricanes 
 

 Read the following information.  Then, answer the questions that follow. 

 

Kendra Tyler Anderson was born on July 9, 1990.  Several months ago, she applied for a social security 

card.  Her social security number is 123-45-6789.  She lives with her family at 15 Oceanview Way in 

La Mar, California.  The zip code there is 90101. 

 

Kendra and her grandmother like to go fishing down at the lake.  Because a new fishing law was passed 

in her town, Kendra needs to apply for a fishing license before she can fish this year. 

 

 

 

 41. Use the information you just read about Kendra to answer the question. 

 

What would Kendra do on the line following Male? 

 A. print her name 

 B. leave it blank 

 C. write her date of birth 

 D. make a check mark 
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 42. Use the information you just read about Kendra to answer the question. 

 

What is Kendra applying for? 

 A. school 

 B. a new address 

 C. a fishing license 

 D. a savings account 

 

 

 43. Use the information you just read about Kendra to answer the question. 

 

Next to her signature, Kendra needs to write the date.  Which date should she use? 

 A. The date Kendra was born. 

 B. The date Kendra plans to go fishing. 

 C. The date Kendra applied for a social security card. 

 D. The date Kendra is signing the form. 

 

 

 44. Use the information you just read about Kendra to answer the question. 

 

What would Kendra write on the line following Middle Initial? 

 A. Tyler 

 B. Kendra Tyler Anderson 

 C. T. 

 D. K. T. A. 

 

 

 45. Use the announcement to answer the question. 

 

 
How much do tickets cost? 

 A. $3.00 

 B. $3.50 

 C. $2.50 

 D. information not provided 
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 46. Use the announcement to answer the question. 

 

 
Which of the following cannot be determined from the advertisement? 

 A. the store hours 

 B. the store policy regarding rain checks 

 C. the address of Sparky Sporting 

 D. the name of the store 

 

 

 47. Use the announcement to answer the question. 

 

 
When is the store open? 

 A. Tuesday through Sunday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

 B. every day from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

 C. Monday through Saturday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

 D. information not provided on advertisement 

 

 

 48. Use the announcement to answer the question. 

 

 
On what day of the week is the show? 

 A. February 24 

 B. January 24 

 C. Tuesday 

 D. information not provided 
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 49. Wendy McDonald created this table to compare food prices at four fast food restaurants. Use the table to 

answer the question. 

 

 
Which restaurants sell a sixteen-ounce hamburger for less than two dollars? 

 A. B and C 

 B. C and D 

 C. A and D 

 D. A and B 

 

 

 50. Wendy McDonald created this table to compare food prices at four fast food restaurants.  Use the table 

to answer the question. 

 

 
Which restaurant charges the highest price for a sixteen-ounce hamburger with cheese? 

 A. A 

 B. B 

 C. C 

 D. D 

 

 

 51. Wendy McDonald created this table to compare food prices at four fast food restaurants.  Use the table 

to answer the question. 

 

 
Which restaurants charge exactly the same price for four-ounce french fries? 

 A. A and D 

 B. A and B 

 C. C and D 

 D. none 
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 52. Wendy McDonald created this table to compare food prices at four fast-food restaurants. Use the table to 

answer the question. 

 

 
What is the price of the most expensive item that Restaurant A sells? 

 A. $2.49 

 B. $2.39 

 C. $2.55 

 D. $2.94 

 

 

 53. Use the map to answer the question. 

 

 
According to the map, which city is located in the map section C-1? 

 A. Dylan 

 B. Wetville 

 C. Townne 

 D. information not provided 

 

 

 54. Use the map to fill in the blank. 

 

 
According to the map, the airport is located _________ of Townne. 

 A. north 

 B. south 

 C. east 

 D. west 
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 55. Use the map to answer the question. 

 

 
According to the map, what is the name of the park that is located southeast of Dylan? 

 A. Townne 

 B. Yogi 

 C. Big Flow 

 D. Holiday 

 

 

 56. Use the map to answer the question. 

 

 
According to the map, what is the name of the river? 

 A. Big Flow 

 B. Rille Redd 

 C. Wetville 

 D. information not provided 

 

 

 57. Which sentence uses a present tense of the verb to decorate? 

 A. The caterer decorated the cake for my parents' anniversary. 

 B. The caterer decorates the cake for my parents' anniversary. 

 C. The caterer will decorate the cake for my parents' anniversary. 

 D. The caterer has decorated the cake for my parents' anniversary. 

 

 

 58. Choose the word that best completes the sentence. 

 

Dogs ____________________ a keen sense of fear. 

 A. possesses 

 B. possess 

 C. possessed 

 D. possessing 
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 59. Choose the word or phrase that best completes the sentence. 

 

A map ____________________ the location of places. 

 A. show 

 B. will shows 

 C. shows 

 D. showen 

 

 

 60. Which sentence uses a present tense of the verb to mix? 

 A. The scientist mixed all the chemicals before leaving the laboratory. 

 B. The scientist will mix all the chemicals before leaving the laboratory. 

 C. The scientist mixes all the chemicals before leaving the laboratory. 

 D. The scientist had mixed all the chemicals before leaving the laboratory. 

 

 

 61. Choose the word or phrase that best completes the sentence. 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Jensen ____________________ to Florida for the holidays. 

 A. fly 

 B. flies 

 C. was flying 

 D. is flying 

 

 

 62. Choose the word that best completes the sentence. 

 

Lulu and Cal __________ cousins. 

 A. is 

 B. was 

 C. are 

 D. be 

 

 

 63. Choose the word or phrase that best completes the sentence. 

 

The train ____________________ through that tunnel. 

 A. go 

 B. will goes 

 C. goes 

 D. gone 
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 64. Choose the word or phrase that best completes the sentence. 

 

One of my sisters ____________________ Ingrid. 

 A. are named 

 B. name 

 C. is named 

 D. names 

 

 

 65. Chose the word or phrase that best completes the sentence. 

 

The _______________ streets were filled with cars. 

 A. busy 

 B. more busy 

 C. most busy 

 D. busily 

 

 

 66. Choose the word that best completes the sentence. 

 

While on vacation, Katrina felt _______________. 

 A. iller 

 B. most ill 

 C. illiest 

 D. ill 

 

 

 67. Choose the word that best completes the sentence. 

 

This _______________  weather makes me feel sad. 

 A. nastier 

 B. nastiest 

 C. nasty 

 D. nastierer 

 

 

 68. Choose the word or phrase that best completes the sentence. 

 

Sashi rode her __________ new bike to school. 

 A. shine 

 B. most shinier 

 C. shiny 

 D. shines 
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 69. Identify the compound predicate in the sentence. 

 

Everyone drank and enjoyed the refreshing lemonade. 

 A. Everyone drank 

 B. enjoyed the refreshing lemonade 

 C. the refreshing lemonade 

 D. drank and enjoyed 

 

 

 70. Identify the compound predicate in the sentence. 

 

Everyone saw and heard the seagulls from the boat. 

 A. Everyone saw 

 B. heard the seagulls 

 C. from the boat 

 D. saw and heard 

 

 

 71. Identify the compound predicate in the sentence. 

 

The stage crew built and painted the scenery. 

 A. stage crew 

 B. built the scenery 

 C. built and painted 

 D. painted the scenery 

 

 

 72. Identify the compound predicate in the sentence. 

 

Jonathan lived and worked in New York. 

 A. Jonathan lived 

 B. lived and worked 

 C. in New York 

 D. worked in New York 

 

 

 73. Identify the main verb in the sentence. 

 

Although the boat sank, the crew swam safely to a deserted island. 

 A. deserted 

 B. sank 

 C. swam 

 D. safely 
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 74. Identify the main verb in the sentence. 

 

Meg is becoming an actress. 

 A. Meg 

 B. is 

 C. becoming 

 D. actress 

 

 

 75. Identify the main verb in the sentence. 

 

Have you ever written a long song? 

 A. have 

 B. you 

 C. song 

 D. written 

 

 

 76. Identify the main verb in the sentence. 

 

Upon completing the assignment, the reporter wrote the news article for Sunday's paper. 

 A. wrote 

 B. completing 

 C. reporter 

 D. article 

 

 

 77. What is the error in the following sentence? 

 

Topaz studied hard she passed her math test with an 85 percent. 

 A. The sentence contains a capitalization error. 

 B. The sentence is a fragment. 

 C. The sentence contains a misplaced modifier. 

 D. The sentence is a run-on. 

 

 

 78. What is the best way to rewrite the following run-on sentence? 

 

Santiago and Allison rented two movies they rented Circus Performers and The Nile River. 

 A. Santiago and Allison rented two movies: Circus Performers and The Nile River. 

 B. Santiago and Allison rented two movies so they rented Circus Performers and The Nile River. 

 C. Santiago and Allison rented two movies, they rented Circus Performers and The Nile River. 

 D. Santiago and Allison rented two movies but they rented Circus Performers and The Nile River. 
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 79. Which of the following could be added to the sentence below to make it complete? 

 

Wore a neon pink shirt and green sneakers. 

 A. Add and yellow barrettes to the end of the sentence. 

 B. Remove the word neon. 

 C. Remove the word sneakers. 

 D. Add Raissa to the beginning of the sentence. 

 

 

 80. What is the error in the following sentence? 

 

Quickly running toward the school bus. 

 A. The sentence is a fragment. 

 B. The sentence is a run-on. 

 C. The sentence contains a capitalization error. 

 D. The sentence contains a misplaced modifier. 

 

 

 81. Choose the best order for the sentences. 

 

1.  When they get to the park, Nathan runs to the swings. 

2.  Sunny is taking her brother Nathan to the park. 

3.  Finally, Nathan is tired of swinging and they eat lunch. 

4.  He calls for Sunny to push him on the swing. 

5.  Sunny pushes him high on the swing. 

6.  First they pack a lunch to take with them. 

 A. 2 - 6 - 1 - 4 - 5 - 3  

 B. 2 - 6 - 1 - 5 - 4 - 3 

 C. 2 - 6 - 1 -  4 - 3 - 5  

 D. 2 - 6 - 4 - 1 - 5 - 3  

 

 

 82. Choose the best order for the sentences. 

 

1.  The loud noise continued for several minutes. 

2.  This morning when her alarm went off, Jana simply ignored it. 

3.  Last night, Jana set her alarm for 4 a.m. 

4.  Finally, Jana's sister came into her room and threw the alarm out 

     the window. 

5.  She planned on getting up early to study for her final. 

6.  When Jana finally awoke, it was after 7 a.m.! 

 A. 3 -  5 - 2 - 1 - 4 - 6 

 B. 5 - 3 - 2 - 1 - 4 - 6 

 C. 3 - 5 - 1 - 2 - 4 - 6 

 D. 3 - 5 - 2 - 4 - 6 - 1 
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 83. Choose the best order for the sentences. 

 

1.  Van and Reka woke up early and decided to go to the golf course. 

2.  The shoes were waterproof and very expensive. 

3.  On the way to the course, Van stopped and bought new shoes. 

4.  Van tested his new waterproof shoes when his ball fell into the lake. 

5.  He didn't know if he should be pleased or not! 

6.  Although he hit a poor shot from the lake's edge, his feet remained dry. 

 A. 1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - 5 - 6 

 B. 1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - 6 - 5 

 C. 1 - 3 - 2 - 4 - 6 - 5 

 D. 1 - 3 - 2 - 6 - 4 - 5 

 

 

 84. Choose the best order for the sentences 

 

1.  Once the water was gone, the workmen were able to pour the concrete. 

2.  Rainwater covered the bottom of the hole. 

3.  The workmen began digging the hole for the pool in April. 

4.  The day after the hole was finished, it rained for three days. 

5.  Eric and Eve have been waiting for two months for their new swimming pool. 

6.  The workmen had to wait until the water was gone to work on the pool. 

 A. 5 - 3 - 4 - 2 - 1 - 6  

 B. 5 - 3 - 4 - 2 - 6 - 1 

 C. 5 - 3 - 4 - 1 - 2 - 6  

 D. 5 - 4 - 3 - 2 - 6 - 1  

 

 

 85. Choose the best supporting sentence to complete this paragraph. 

 

 Actors and actresses are often referred to as thespians.  _______________   He is considered 

the founder of drama.  He is also thought to be the first playwright to have actors that delivered lines 

and dialogue. 

 A. This term comes from the name of the Greek poet, Thespis. 

 B. A Midsummer Night's Dream is a famous play. 

 C. This recalls a golden age of Greece, where drama was quite popular. 

 D. In my lifetime, I have yet to see an actor as strong as he, or as powerful. 
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 86. Choose the best supporting sentence to complete this paragraph. 

 

 Grain is a very important part of a well-balanced diet.  Oats, like those in oatmeal, are tasty 

grains.  _______________   Barley is also a grass grain that should be included in a healthy diet.   

 A. Wheat is a grass grain that can be eaten in many forms, including bread and cereal. 

 B. Corn is eaten quite frequently by many Americans. 

 C. Rye, one of my sister's favorite grains, tastes really good when she mixes it with bananas. 

 D. Pita bread made from either wheat or rye can be purchased in any local supermarket. 

 

 

 87. Choose the best supporting sentence to complete this paragraph. 

 

 Drinking plenty of water is great for your body.  Water helps to keep your body from becoming 

dehydrated.  It also helps to keep your skin clear of blemishes.  _______________  

 A. Water helps hair to maintain a shiny, healthy look, too. 

 B. Ice cold water tastes better than water at room temperature. 

 C. Some cities have really hard water, so the residents use water softeners. 

 D. Filtering water before drinking it can help to reduce the number of harmful particles. 

 

 

 88. Choose the best supporting sentence to complete this paragraph. 

 

 I suppose my proudest moment came during our county's annual chess match.  Sure, chess may 

not be the "cool" activity to be involved in, but it might just be the one thing I'm good at.  I realized this 

as I advanced to the finals, and, sitting across from a great player, I had an idea.  _______________   

This so rarely happens that I knew I had this match in the bag. 

 A. I had no idea what to do! 

 B. I knew exactly which piece to move! 

 C. My opponent looked so nervous. 

 D. My mother shouted my name from the stands. 

 

 

 
 

 
 


