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Welcome to E/LA Eighth Grade! 

 
Dear scholar: 

 

Congratulations for having a successful school year!  It’s time to transition to 8th 

grade which promises to be adventurous and challenging. In an effort to continue 

to prepare you for the year ahead, you will be required to complete the attached 

summer E/LA acceleration activity packet, which should be turned in upon your 

return to school in the fall on Tuesday, September 10, 2021.  The activities will 

count as part of your first quarter grade.  In addition, there are a few mandatory 

high school preparatory matters that must be completed prior to your arrival 

in September: 

 

High School Preparation Mandates 

 

1) HSPT Practice Book:  Please purchase the HSPT practice book and begin 

working on each section this summer.  Study all vocabulary words.  The majority 

of the first quarter will be spent on HSPT review.  Each of the required texts can be 

found in a public library or on sites like Amazon.  

 

2) Prospective High School Site Visit:  It is mandatory that each student 

make a list of their top three high schools and plan to visit each one this summer 

for a site visit to collect information about the school.  

 

It is best to complete this assignment in a journal and submit it when you 

return. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.  Thank you and 

let’s have a successful year! 

 

Ms. K. Ross 

Middle School English/Language Arts Teacher

  

 

 

 

 

 



RISING 8th GRADE  

REQUIRED SUMMER E/LA ASSIGNMENT I 
 

*Required Assignment I Dates:  June 21-July 16, 2021 

***IXL ASSIGNMENTS:  Please complete the following IXL assignments:  IXL - All 

Writing; B - Theme & E - Literary Devices; O - Context Clues: F - Analyzing Literature  

Writing -LA.8.WP.7 - Students will analyze idioms and comparisons, such as analogies, 

metaphors, and similes, to infer the literal and figurative meanings of phrases. 

Theme - LA.8.LRA.5 - Students will identify and analyze recurring themes (such as good 

versus evil) that appear frequently across traditional and contemporary works. 

Literary Devices - LA.8.LRA.6-Students will analyze idioms and comparisons, such as 

analogies, metaphors, and similes, to infer the literal and figurative meanings of phrases. 

Vocabulary Context Clues - LA.8.WRFV.3- Students will verify the meaning of a word in its 

context, even when its meaning is not  directly stated, through the use of definition, restatement, 

example, comparison, or contrast. 

Analyzing Literature - LA.8.LRA.2- Students will evaluate the structural elements of the plot, 

such as subplots, parallel  episodes, and climax; the plot’s development; and the way in which 

conflicts  are (or are not) addressed and resolved. 

 

 

Assigned Text: Choose one of the following fiction books to read from June 21-July 16, 2021  

The assignments will be included in your first quarter grade and are due Friday, September 

10, 2021.  Also, work on each section of your HSPT practice book daily. Visit Varsity 

Tutors for additional HSPT practice. 

 

You will complete the following:   

 

1. Write a one-page interview with one of the characters. 

 

2. A double-entry journal for each chapter of your chosen text based on a sentence or a  

passage  (typically 5 to 7 sentences) that you deem significant (Avoid 1-page passages.).  (See 

example above.)  Analyze each passage for common literary devices, such as metaphors, 

similes, imagery and/or respond to each passage using the sentence starters provided. 

 

3. After reading the novel, you will complete a plot analysis diagram that includes:  theme, 

exposition, rising action(s), climax, falling action(s), resolution and problem.  Please 

indicate if the conflict is person vs. person, person vs. self, person vs. technology, etc.   



 

 

4. You will complete a one-page response (5 paragraphs) to the essay question for your 

chosen novel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assignment #1 Novel Choices: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Book 1-The nation of Panem, formed from a post-apocalyptic 

North America, is a country that consists of a wealthy Capitol 

region surrounded by 12 poorer districts. Early in its history, a 

rebellion led by a 13th district against the Capitol resulted in 

its destruction and the creation of an annual televised event 

known as the Hunger Games. In punishment, and as a 

reminder of the power and grace of the Capitol, each district 

must yield one boy and one girl between the ages of 12 and 

18 through a lottery system to participate in the games. The 

'tributes' are chosen during the annual Reaping and are 

forced to fight to the death, leaving only one survivor to claim 

victory.  When 16-year-old Katniss's young sister, Prim, is 

selected as District 12's female representative, Katniss 

volunteers to take her place. She and her male counterpart 

Peeta, are pitted against bigger, stronger representatives, 



some of whom have trained for this their whole lives. , she 

sees it as a death sentence. But Katniss has been close to 

death before. For her, survival is second nature. 

 (Taken from GoodReads) 

 

  
The American classic about a young girl's 
coming-of-age at the turn of the century. 
(Taken from Amazon) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An American classic and great bestseller for 
over thirty years, A Separate Peace is timeless 
in its description of adolescence during a period 
when the entire country was losing its 
innocence to World War II. 
 
Set at a boys' boarding school in New England 
during the early years of World War II, A 
Separate Peace is a harrowing and luminous 
parable of the dark side of adolescence. Gene 
is a lonely, introverted intellectual. Phineas is a 
handsome, taunting, daredevil athlete. What 
happens between the two friends one summer, 
like the war itself, banishes the innocence of 
these boys and their world. (Taken from Amazon.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
After suffering rejection from seven major 
publishers, The Chocolate War made its debut 
in 1974, and quickly became a bestselling—and 
provocative—classic for young adults. This 
chilling portrait of an all-boys prep school casts 
an unflinching eye on the pitfalls of conformity 
and corruption in our most elite cultural 
institutions. (Taken from Amazon) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
One of the most famous and beloved mysteries 

from The Queen of Suspense—Agatha Christie—
now a Lifetime TV movie.  At dinner a recorded 
message accuses each of them in turn of having a 
guilty secret, and by the end of the night one of 

the guests is dead. 

 (Taken from Amazon) 

 

 

 

Assignment #1 Essay Questions: 

 

 

Collins, Suzanne. 

The Hunger 

Games. 

 

 

The Hunger Games shows that television plays a very important role in society. Discuss 

how the televised games were received in the Capitol as compared to the Districts. How 

did people’s actions change because they were going to be on television? 

 
 

Smith, Betty. A 

Tree Grows in 

Brooklyn. 

When do characters in the novel suffer because they are poor? What is the biggest 

problem that poverty creates for Francie? Why is it the biggest problem? Is this still a 

problem for people today? 

 

Knowles, John A 

Separate Peace. 

A Separate Peace focuses on the relationship between Finny and Gene.  The story reveals 

outward expressions and undercurrents of this relationship.  The boys are different in so 

many ways (rules, spontaneity, sports, academics, beliefs, jealousy, backgrounds), and yet 

they are drawn together in a special bond.  After reading the novel, would you classify 

the relationship between Finny and Gene as friendship? Support your reasoning with 

specific examples from the story as you create your definition of friendship... 

 

Cormier, Robert.  

The Chocolate 

War. 

 
Archie's greatest “strength” is in exploiting other people's weaknesses. Why do you think 

Archie does this? Why do you think he needs to manipulate every situation?  

  

 



Christie, Agatha  And 

Then There Was None. 

What is the point of the poem "Ten Little Soldiers" and the fact that after each 

death one of the figurines on the dining room table goes missing? How do both 

poem and figurines function in the story? Why might Christie have used such a 

symbol? 
  

 

 

 

 Double-Entry Journal Directions   

 

A double-entry journal is your conversation with the text.  Use the left-hand side of the page 

to record a sentence or sentences from the text. Copy the passage exactly as it is written. It can 

be a key event, interesting language, a critical fact, a main idea, a problem, a character sketch, 

etc. Remember to write the page number. Create a journal entry for each chapter. 

 

1. Use the right-hand side of the page to respond to your selected passage. You can 

respond with feelings, questions, connections, explanations, theories, analyses, predictions, etc. 

Remember to respond with at least two (2) clear and complete sentences.  

 

2. Analyze the passage for literary devices, etc. as well as other elements based on the 

sample sentence starters.  

 

● Sentence Starters for Right Side - My Response  

★ These words/phrases make me think of . . .  

★ This passage reminds me of a time when . . .  

★ I had a similar conflict/situation when . . .  

★ This passage reminds me of ____ in another piece I have read (tell what it is you read) . .  

★ The author has created a ___ mood by . . .  

★ The most important part is . . .  

★ I infer . . . 

★ I am confused… 

★ I previously thought ____about ____. Now my thinking has changed because.. 

 

 

Double-Entry Journal Example:  

What the Text Says Page # My Analysis 

“The flower garden was 

strained with rotting 

brown magnolia petals 

and iron weeds grew 

rank amid the purple 

phlox…the last 

graveyard flowers were 

blooming.” 

  1 From the onset of the story, James Hurst 

creates the image of death through his 

description of the dying flowers and 

specific reference to the “graveyard 

flowers.” The tone is heavy and dark 

creating a sense of foreboding. It is clear 

that the beauty of the story may be part of 

the sadness. I think this means someone 

might be sick or die. 

 



(Source:  https://www.oceanport.k12.nj.us/cms/lib08/NJ01912851/Centricity/Domain/164/Entering%205th-

8th%20Grade%20Summer%20Reading%202014_%20Double%20Entry%20Journal.pdf) 

 

 

*Assignment 2 Dates: July 26-August 20, 2021 

 

Assigned Text: Choose one of the following nonfiction books to read from July 26-August 20, 

2021.  The assignments will be included in your first quarter grade and are due Tuesday, 

September 10, 2021.   

 

You will complete the following:   

 

1. A summary of each chapter of your chosen text. A minimum of 4 to 5 sentences.  Write 

a GIST (20-word summary) of at least two of the chapters. 

 

2. Compare two reviews of the same book.  What, in the book, influenced each reviewer?  

How are the reviews similar and different. 

 

3. You will complete a one-page response (5 paragraphs) to the essay question for your 

chosen text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assignment 2 Nonfiction Text Choices and Essay Questions: 

 

 

 Based on extensive interviews with Claudette Colvin and 

many others, Phillip Hoose presents the first in-depth 

account of an important yet largely unknown civil rights 

figure, skillfully weaving her dramatic story into the fabric of 

the historic Montgomery bus boycott and court case that 

would change the course of American history. 

(Taken from booksource.com) 

 
Essay Prompt:   Discuss what Claudette Colvin did to 

advance the Civil Rights Movement. 

 



 

 A short biography of the life and career of Julius 

Caesar.  (Taken from bepl.ent.sirsi.net) 
 

Essay Question:   Discuss how Julius Caesar ruled 

and became one of the most notorious dictators in 

history. 

 
 

*Assignment 3 Dates:  August 23-August 26, 2021 

 

Assigned Text: Read one from the following book of poetry. The assignments will be included 

in your first quarter grade and are due Friday, September 10, 2021.   

 

You will complete the following:   

 

1.  A summary of each poem. A minimum of 4 to 5 sentences. 

 

2. Find examples of the literary devices and elements that we have studied-theme, similes, 

imagery, personification, alliteration, repetition, assonance, and metaphors.  Ex.  Simile-

Line 3-“Her eyes were as bright as the sun.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Poetry Book for Assignment 3 

 

 

 

 


