
This Little Light of Mine…
From the PastorDear Parents, Faculty, Parishioners 

and Friends,

My favorite time with the school 
children is during our weekly school 
Mass.  Each Friday, the children gather 
in church and participate throughout by 
leading the pre-Mass prayers, serving 
at the altar, proclaiming the readings, 
bringing up of the gifts, ushering during 
Holy Communion, singing in the choir 
and answering questions during my 
homilies. 

Our children shine during the 
Mass.  In fact, they shine in most things 
when they are given the opportunity 
to show off their amazing gifts, brilliant 
minds, bright personalities, generous 
hearts, and creative imaginations.  
Whether it be at Mass or in a Science 
Fair, competing in athletics or a spelling 
or math bee, participating in a Food 
Drive or performing in a play or musical 
on the stage… they shine brightly… just 
like candles on an Advent Wreath!

Yes, the season of Advent is upon 
us!  While it is the shortest liturgical 
season of the year, it is packed with 

great meaning and significance.  As we 
know, the enduring symbol of Advent 
is the wreath and the four candles that 
adorn it representing the four weeks of 
Advent.  But those candles represent 
so much more!  Before electricity was 
discovered, candles had one primary 
purpose: to illumine the darkness.  Did 
you know that every year Advent takes 
place during the darkest time of the 
year?  This is no coincidence.  Candles 

have the most meaning and usefulness 
when the night is at its darkest.  This 
is also true when life is at its darkest 
moments.  This is when light is needed 
the most.   Each candle on the wreath 
has a message for our time, for all times.

On the first Sunday of Advent the 
message symbolized by the first candle 
is Hope. Hope gives one the capacity 
to see light in the midst of darkness; 
to see an outcome that no else sees. 
It sees victory when others see defeat 
and success when others expect only 
failure.  The second candle represents 
Faith. Faith is a close relative of hope, 
but it is more specific: the ability to see 
God.  Think about it.  When are we most 
likely to lose sight of God present and 
at work in our lives? It is when times 
are hard, adversity is constant, and 
suffering is acute.  It is at these times 
that we are most likely to conclude that 
God is absent.  In other words, that we 
are all alone.  Faith is the conviction 
that God is with me always just as he 
promised.  The third candle represents 
Joy. This is the special gift that comes 

Continued on page 7

NEWS
For Parents, Alumni, Parishioners and Friends of St. Augustine School in Washington D.C.

• VOLUME 14, NUMBER 4       • FALL 2022 SINCE 1858
Welcome to the

Home of the Saints

SAINT AUGUSTINE SAINTS
IN

SI
D

E 
PA

G
ES

From the President’s Desk .......................... 2
St. Augustine Finds New Student  
Assessment Tool in MAPS Growth ..............2
Eighth Grade Trip A Success .......................3
 Year-End Giving ........................................4
Title I Update ............................................4

Sodalist Join in School Rosary  
Procession ...............................................5
Tuition Payments That Reap  
Benefits for Years ....................................6
Thanksgiving Food Drive Partners  
with Little Sisters of the Poor .................7



From the President’s Desk

Dear Alumni, Parents & Friends,
Greetings! Thank you for your 

support for the first quarter of the 
2022-2023 School year.

This quarter we had the first Map 
Growth test and Our Pre-K through 
fifth Grade went to the Pumpkin Patch 
field trip, Halloween Celebration and a 
procession of the Living Rosary to lift 
up the entire world with the Mission 
Rosary. 

The students had a successful 
Map growth testing. The test was proof 
to us of the progress of our student’s 
academic growth, what each student 
has gained, and what to help with to 
improve in the three core subjects, 
E.L.A, Mathematics for Kindergarten 
to Eighth grade, and in Science grades 

Three to Eight. Thanks to the hard work 
of our indefatigable teachers and the 
follow up and support of you beloved 
parents. May the lord bless all our 
effort.

Field trips are path of our all-round 
education, and Washington, D.C. is a 
wonderful resource that we can use 
in this regard, the seat of the national 
government and a cultural center. Our 
students went on a Pumpkin Patch 
field trip to celebrate the blessings 
of an abundance harvest during fall 
season. It is a time to be part of picking 
Pumpkins and the fun of enjoy the fun 
of the season. Halloween is a day when 
children celebrate trick or treating. 
Haunted houses, carving lanterns from 
pumpkins and playing games, activities 
may include face painting. 

We have plans for our seventh and 
eighth grade students to make a field 
trip to the African American Museum 
of American History and Culture.

October is the month of the Holy 
Rosary. On Friday October 21, the 
school community with the support of 
our Saint Augustine Sodalists donated 
blessed holy Rosaries, which were given 
to all the students. The processing 
started in the Church after our school 
Mass, it ended in the Saint Augustine 

Room. This school tradition leaves a 
great memory to all our students as we 
lifted our Aves to the heavens for the 
entire world.

November, meanwhile, is Black 
Catholic History Month, when we can 
learn about holy men and women who 
came before us, including those who 
have causes for canonization, such 
as Augustus Tolton, the first Catholic 
priest in the U.S. publicly known to be 
Black, Pierre Toussaint, a hairdresser 
and philanthropist who was born into 
slavery, and Mary Elizabeth Lange, 
who founded the Oblate Sisters of 
Providence, the order who led our 
school for 90 years. November is also 
a month during which we pray for the 
repose of the souls of the faithfully 
departed. 

I will conclude with an example of 
being resilient for kids. Since everyone 
is a child of God, it works for adults too. 
Resilience is dealing with challenges 
and still holding your head up. Being 
strong on the inside. Being able to 
cope with what life throws at you and 
remain focus on God and your goal. It 
is another way of following up with our 
2022-2023 theme “We walk by Faith, 
not by sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7.

Sister Emmanuella Ladipo, HHCJ

St. Augustine Finds New Student 
Assessment Tool in MAPS Growth

In October, Saint Augustine 
Catholic School began using a new 
student assessment took to help the 
school measure its students’ aptitude 
in key academic areas.

After using Scantron for a number 
of years, Saint Augustine switched 
to MAPS Growth, a leading K-12 
educational product, for testing 
students in Math, Reading, Science, and 
Writing, according to Sister Emmanuella 
Ladipo, HHCJ, acting principal.

While Saint Augustine formerly 

tested students in Science in the third 
and eighth grades through Scantron, 
the school can now test them in six 
grades, from the third through the 
eighth grade, according to Sister 
Emmanuella. Another key advantage of 
MAPS Growth is that students are now 
placed in one of five assessment areas, 
whereas under Scantron, there were 
only three ranges.

MAPS Growth will help 
Saint Augustine teachers and 
administrators formulate plans for 

student improvement during the 
2022-2023 school year, according to 
Sister Emmanuella, and come up with 
differentiated learning plans. Students 
from Kindergarten through Grade 8 
took the MAPS Growth assessment for 
Math, Reading, and Writing.

The Archdiocese of Washington 
Catholic Schools Office (CSO) holds a 
site license for MAPS Growth, and CSO 
officials helped with NAPS Growth 
training and deployment.
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Eighth Grade Trip A Success
For the first time in three years due 

to a pause caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, eighth grade students from 
Saint Augustine took their annual pre-
graduation trip to New York City in 
May.

During this past spring’s rendition, 
the twenty-three students were 
accompanied by nine adults, including 
Ms. Helene Cropper, the school’s vice 
principal. The trip lasted from May 24-
26, and to ensure the safety of the group, 
each participant had to demonstrate 
proof of current COVID-19 vaccination 
status.

“We received several compliments,” 
based on the comportment of the eighth 
graders from restaurant management 
and fellow educators, she said. High 
school educators, for example, thought 
that the Saint Augustine eighth graders 
had the maturity level of high school 
students. 

Since there had just been a mass 
shooting event on April 12 on the New 
York Subway, parents were relieved 
that the group was eschewing that 
mode of transportation, instead being 
ferried from stop to stop by their shuttle 
bus, according to Ms. Cropper. She 
complimented the shuttle bus driver for 
his ability to successfully navigate the 
streets of Manhattan and find places 
not far from their destinations where 
he could wait for them.

“The trip was very much up in the 
air until a week or two before we left,” 
because of COVID-19 policies, resulting 
from rising rates in Washington, 
D.C., and potential quarantining 
requirements the group would need 
to abide by in New York, Ms. Cropper 
said. In addition, the group had to lease 
a larger shuttle bus to enable social 
distancing.

The group saw the Broadway 
production of The Lion King, and 
they visited Ellis Island, and the 9/11 

Memorial Museum, which reinforced 
aspects of their Social Studies classes, 
according to Ms. Cropper. The students 
could relate to the travails immigrants 
went through at Ellis Island, including 
having their names changed when they 

were hard to spell or pronounce by 
Customs and Immigration personnel.

Times Square was much less 
crowded than pre-pandemic levels, 
according to Ms. Cropper, who formerly 
served in the U.S. Navy and is a native 
of Brooklyn, N.Y. “You could tell who 
was a tourist by who was masked,” she 
said. The Saint Augustine group also 
visited the Statue of Liberty 

The group completed a walking 
tour of Harlem, which gave them a 
street-level view of literature and 
poetry they had read from the time of 
the Harlem Renaissance, according to 
Ms. Cropper. 

A new wrinkle during this trip was 
a visit to SPYSCAPE, an experientially-
based spy and superhero museum. 
The Saint Augustine group spent their 
evenings at hotel in Jersey City, N.J.

Ms. Nina Martin, president of the 
Home & School Association, as well as 
the mother of one of the graduating 
students, also accompanied the group. 

2022-2023 school year theme: 
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Halloween Party 2022

Teaching a fifth-grade class about Gregorian 
Chant while seated at the piano, Music 

teacher Mr. Marvin Ford addresses popular 
misconceptions about Lucifer as a fallen 

angel. Lucifer was an angelic being who was 
actually quite attractive and beautiful but 

chose not to serve God.



Year-End Giving
Please remember Saint Augustine 

Catholic School in your year-end giving 
plans for 2022. Your support helps 
us to continue to offer an affordable 
Catholic education to working class 
families in the District of Columbia and 
surrounding communities. 

One can make a donation by 
inserting a check made out to St. 
Augustine Catholic School in the 
enclosed envelope that came with this 
newsletter or make an online donation 
at www.staug-dc.org. Those who prefer 
may drop off a check at the church 
office (St. Augustine Church, 1419 V 
Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20009 
to the attention of Bill Murray). All 
donations postmarked or made online 
by Dec. 31 are tax deductible for 2022, 
according to IRS regulations.

In addition, you can support our 
parish school through the gift of stock. 
Donating appreciated stock that you 
have held more than a year enables you 
to avoid capital gains taxes, as opposed 

to selling the stock and donating 
the proceeds to a charity like Saint 
Augustine. Wall Street has taken quite 
a hit this year, so the appreciation in any 
individual securities you have held may 
have decreased in recent months. For 
details, please contact Bill Murray, the 
school’s development director, at 240-
418-5427 or bmurray@saintaugustine-
dc.org.

The last few years have seen 
changes to the Required Minimum 
Distribution (RMD) rules for those who 
hold IRAs. The SECURE Act requires 
that if your 70th birthday is July 1, 
2019 or later, you do not have to take 
withdrawals until you reach age 72. 
Those who do not take an RMD in time 
can face a 50% excise tax. 

We have received $124,000 in 
individual donations and foundation 
grants through the four months of 
the school year (July 1 – Oct. 31, 
2022). Many thanks to those who 
have generously supported our school, 
particularly during the last 14 years, 
when St. Augustine Parish has resumed 
responsibility for the daily financing 
and management of the school.

Thank you for remembering St. 
Augustine Catholic School in your year-
end giving.

Bill Murray

Development Corner

Title I Update
St. Augustine has continued its 

work with Catapault Learning through 
DCPS in administering the Title I 
program for Math and Reading. 

Ms. Ashlee Thompson is a Reading 
specialist who works at Saint Augustine 
through Catapault on Mondays 
and Tuesdays each week, while her 
colleague, Ms. Calli Bunting, is a Math 
intervention specialist who works at 
Saint Augustine on Thursdays and 
Fridays. Ms. Thompson began working 
at St. Augustine in January 2022, 
while Ms. Bunting started in October 
2022, both working with students 
who are performing below grade level 
expectations. 

They work from a classroom in 
the basement of St. Augustine that is 

located between the cafeteria and the 
PreK classroom. Title I is a federally-
funded program to help schools with a 
significant concentration of low income 
families improve educational outcomes 
in Reading and Math.

Ms. Thompson has worked for 13 
years as an educator, including as a first, 

third, and fifth grade teacher in Prince 
Georges County, Md., as well as a 
special educator and reading specialist. 
As of press time, she was working with 
eight students from second through 
eighth grade, while Ms. Bunting was 
working with 16 students.

Ms. Thompson holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Elementary Education from 
Bowie State University, in addition to 
a Master’s degree from Bowie State 
in Education, with a concentration of 
Reading Specialist. Ms. Bunting holds a 
bachelor’s degree in Special Education 
and Teaching from Elon University.

“I like to foster a love of learning 
in kids,” Ms. Thompson said. She enjoys 
working one-on-one with students, as 
well as in small groups. 
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Sodalist Join in School Rosary Procession
For Catholics, October is a special 

month dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 
On Friday, October 21, one of St. 
Augustine Parish’s oldest organizations, 
the Sodality, joined students and staff 
in a Rosary procession at the end of the 
weekly school Mass.

At the end of Mass, Fr. Patrick 
Smith blessed rosaries that the 
sodalists were presenting as gifts to all 
the school’s students. Sodalists, whose 
group at St. Augustine was founded 
in 1892 to spread Marian devotion, 
distributed the Marian blue rosaries 
to students, class by class. Sister 
Emmanuella Ladipo, HHCJ, school 
president, organized the procession 
from the church to the school, after 
recitation of the Rosary inside the 
church, with students processing class 
by class, led by altar servers. 

While praying the Rosary, one can 
meditate on mysteries related to the 
life of Jesus. On Fridays, for example, 
Catholics traditionally pray the 
Sorrowful mysteries of the Rosaries, 
which include meditating while praying 
one Our Father, ten Hail Marys and a 
Glory Be about each of the following 
mysteries: the Agony in the Garden, the 
Scourging at the Pilar, the Crowning 
with Thorns, the Carrying of the Cross, 
and the Crucifixion and Death of Jesus. 

The rosary prayer ended in the 
Saint Augustine Room, where the 
Sodality chaplain, Ms. Darlene Jackson, 
addressed the students, faculty, staff 
and sodalists.  The program concluded 
with, Mr. Marvin Ford, the school’s 
Music teacher, playing the Ave Maria 
while the students moved on to 

their classrooms.  Thirteen sodalists 
participated in the Mass and Rosary 
Procession, including its Prefect, Mrs. 
Donna Gaskins Pasteur ’64 and Vice-
Prefect, Mrs. Greta Elliott-Meredith.  
The Mass and Rosary Procession were 
a beautiful Month of the Rosary tribute 
to Our Blessed Mother.

Sister Emmanuella Ladipo, HHCJ, St. 
Augustine processes with altar servers in the 

St. Augustine Room

Sodalist Lisa Simmons with two students 
inside the church

Fr. Patrick Smith and Ms. Ingrid Parks Clarke 
‘62, a sodalist who volunteers full-time at the 
school, pray the Rosary in the St. Augustine 

Room

Sodalists gather with younger students, holding donated rosaries

Sodalists with Sister Emmanuella Ladipo, HHCJ



Tuition Payments That Reap Benefits for Years
When her son was in the second 

grade, Ms. Greta Meredith had to face 
a difficult decision: whether or not to 
withdraw him from the parish school 
because of financial difficulties. He had 
entered the school the previous year.

“Greta, whatever you do, don’t 
remove your son from Saint Augustine,” 
her sister told her. Meredith and her 
husband shouldered through the 
challenging times, and six years later, 
their son Kristian Meredith ’18 graduated 
from Saint Augustine Catholic School. 

Living in the Edgewood 
neighborhood of Ward 5 enabled 
Meredith to see the outcomes that can 
come to African-American males who 
lack a strong educational foundation, 
including contact with the criminal 
justice system.

Kristian initially had difficulty 
keeping up with grade level expectations 
for Reading, Meredith recalled. She 
credited the program that St. Augustine 
used, SuccessMaker Reading, in 
addition to focused attention from staff 
and teachers and her son’s work, with 
improving his performance. 

Meredith credited Saint Augustine 
for not prematurely putting a label on 
her son, such as “special education” 
or “ADHD,” a technique sometimes 
used by public educators for early 
intervention strategies, particularly 
with African-American boys who don’t 
initially succeed in the classroom or 
who may take longer to develop than 
females. While Kristian never became 
a top student in his class, he became 
a much stronger student who could 
compete in high school and beyond.

At Saint Augustine, Kristian made 
good friendships, according to his 
mother. He got to know other boys, 
including African-American males, who 
also wanted to succeed. Maurice Hall 
’12, class valedictorian, attends Emory 
University, upon graduating from 

Bishop McNamara after turning down 
a full academic scholarship at Jesuit-
run Gonzaga College High School, 
while Brock Davis ’12 matriculated 
from Georgetown Day School and now 
attends Duke University as a legacy 
student, after his father, Brian Davis, 
played basketball for the Duke Blue 
Devils. 

Kristian eventually studied Honors 
Math with Mr. Ronald Riley, Math 
Department chair, and he played CYO 
basketball and participated in school 
plays, in addition to the My Brothers 
Keeper mentorship program. He came 
to love writing as a way of expressing 
himself, and he wants to become a 
writer and producer, according to his 
mother.

Other families of young St. 
Augustine alumni whom Meredith 
has spoken with have expressed 
appreciation for the relatively small 
size of the school, a place where their 
children wouldn’t get lost, and also the 
emphasis on African-American identity 
and excellence. In addition to Mr. Riley’s 
work, Meredith praised the work of Mr. 
Patrick Respers, Math teacher, and Mr. 
Michael Simzak, former middle school 
social studies teacher.

“When we sent him off, we gave 
him the skills,” Ms. Helene Cropper, 
vice principal at Saint Augustine, said of 
Kristian Meredith. He matriculated to 
Bishop McNamara High School, where 
he learned to play the saxophone, in 

addition to already playing the piano 
and drums. He attends Frostburg State 
University in Western Maryland, where 
he is a freshman student studying 
liberal arts.

Ms. Cropper credits Kristian’s 
playing musical instruments proficiently 
with his developing self-confidence 
that he could tackle other challenges. 
“When he came back in ninth grade, he 
was a changed person,” she said. “He 
had become a young man.”

His mother serves on the St. 
Augustine Parish Finance Council and 
is a sodalist at St. Augustine Parish, 
and she continues to encourage other 
parents to consider Catholic schools, 
including St. Augustine, for their 
children.

“It may not be a school for 
everyone,” she said of St. Augustine. 
Regardless, Saint Augustine worked for 
Kristian. “It was an amazing value for 
the money,” she said.

Under the direction of Ms. Malika Bryant, 
Art teacher, our first-grade students had 

some seasonal fun, hunting for leaves. 
They used the leaves they picked up off 

the ground to create artwork, “magic leaf 
people.”
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from the knowledge that help is on 
the way! The Latin “adventus” means 
“arrival” or “coming”; as in coming soon 
and very soon. Joy is the response to 
the Good News that the Savior is on his 
way; the rescue attempt is imminent.  
Just as the lottery winner rejoices 
before seeing a dime, so the disciples 
rejoices in the promise that help is 
coming soon.  Finally, the fourth candle 
represents Peace. Knowing that you 
are safe in God’s care and secure in his 
arms is to know peace. Peace is more 
than the assurance of God’s promise to 
be present; peace is the experience of 
being in God’s presence.    

As we celebrate Advent this year, 
let us not keep the message of hope, 
faith, joy and peace to ourselves under 
a bushel basket.  No, may we let it 
shine, let it shine, let it shine! 

Sincerely in Christ,   

Rev. Patrick A. Smith
Pastor

From the Pastor
Continued from page 1

Do you work for an organization 
that participates in the United Way 
or Combined Federal Campaign 
programs? Please consider 
supporting St. Augustine Catholic 
School (CFC #20000/United Way 
#9670) during this open enrollment 
season. We have been working in the 
community since 1858, faithful to 
our mission in promoting students in 
PreK-3 through 8th Grade and their 

intellectual and moral growth so that 
they may provide leadership in a 
global society. 

If you have any questions or 
would like to let us know you have 
made a pledge, please contact Bill 
Murray, development director, at 
bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org or 
240-418-5427. You can also visit our 
website at www.staug-dc.org. Thank 
you!

CFC/United Way Support

Thanksgiving Food Drive Partners with Little 
Sisters of the Poor

Saint Augustine School has 
continued its partnership with the Little 
Sisters of the Poor through its 2022 
Thanksgiving food drive.

The Little Sisters operate a 
retirement home for on Harewood 
Road near Catholic University of 
America, and the charism of the order 
is to aid the impoverished elderly. 

“It’s good for our children to 
see another religious order,” said Ms. 
Helene Crooper, the school’s vice 
principal. Through working with an 
order like the Little Sisters, students can 
learn that religious orders tend to focus 
on different works, such as education, 
healthcare, and work with the poor, 
she said. Just like with laypeople, “Not 
everyone has the same job,” she said.

Beginning on Nov. 2, students 
and staff brought non-perishable food, 
much of it canned, to the St. Augustine 
Room for the Thanksgiving food drive. 

“For some students, this is 
completely new to them,” Ms. Cropper 
said of an activity such as a food drive. 

It can be challenging for a student who 
is very young, such as 3 or 5 years old, 
to think of what they can do to help 
those who are suffering.

“The takeaway is that, ‘I did 
something. It empowers me,’” Ms. 
Cropper said of how students feel, upon 
seeing how they can work together 
to give away thousands of servings of 
food to those who are in need.

The Thanksgiving food drive helps 
to teach students empathy and the 
importance of almsgiving and helping 
others, according to Ms. Cropper, who 
came to Saint Augustine to teach in 2004 
and became vice principal four years ago. 

As of press time, Saint Augustine 
was getting ready to gather the food 
gathered to deliver to the Little Sisters of 
the Poor, who usually hold an assembly 
for the school to commemorate the 
effort. 
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In Memoriam
Lawrence Bradford ‘62

Emily Hill ‘40

Eleanora Pendleton Bailey ‘44

May the souls of the faithfully 
departed, through the mercy of 
God, rest in peace.
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