
Keep Standing on God’s Promises  
Dear Alumni, Parishioners, Parents 

and Friends,

At the risk of declaring victory 
before the final buzzer, I will go out on 
a limb and say that there is good reason 
to believe that we are finally moving 
past the once-in-a-century pandemic 
known as COVID-19.  What a relief 
that will be!  

The truth is that any crisis is more 
bearable when there is an end in sight.  
This is precisely why being a person 
of faith provides a practical advantage 
to the person facing a crisis.  Faith is 
spiritual sight or put another way, faith 
is the ability to see God’s presence 
and hand at work in the midst of the 
challenging circumstances.  Without 
faith, crisis literally eclipses God from 
our line of sight and just like an infant 
“out of sight” becomes the equivalent 
of “no longer around”!  This is why a 
tell-tell sign of spiritual growth and 
maturity, is when you stop interpreting 
not seeing, hearing or feeling God as 
abandonment by God.   

Whether it is a pandemic, 
the sudden loss of a loved one, a 

From the Pastor

health crisis, loss of employment, 
heartbreaking betrayal or an act of 
violence or injustice, it is precisely 
at these moments that we must not 
hesitate to turn to the God that we 
cannot see and stand on the promises 
that God has made. For instance:  “Come 
to me, all you who are weary and heavy 
laden and I will give you rest” (Matthew 
11:28).  “Be strong and steadfast! Do not 
fear nor be dismayed, for the Lord, your 
God, is with you wherever you go” (Joshua 
1:9). “Do not fear, for I have redeemed 

you; I have called you by name; you are 
mine” (Isaiah 43:1). “…Do not be afraid or 
discouraged, for the Lord, my God, is with 
you.  He will not fail you or forsake you…” 
(1 Chronicles 28:20). 

Sitting on the premises is no 
substitute for standing on the promises!  
As sinners, the gap between our words 
and our deeds can be quite vast.  But 
God is different. “God is not a man that 
he should lie… whatever he promises, 
he does (Numbers 23:19).  With this 
in mind, I end on a final exhortation 
of scripture that we will do well to 
ponder and heed: “Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart and lean not on your 
own understanding; in all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make your 
paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5-6).

Friends of Saint Augustine Catholic 
School, thank you for your many years 
of prayerful support and financial 
assistance.  Let us continue to move 
forward together, standing on the 
promises of the One who watches over 
and protects us always.  Amen.    

Rev. Patrick A. Smith
Pastor
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Rev. Patrick A. Smith finds the time 
for important matters.

An hour of prayer and offering 
Mass are daily activities that sustain 
the priest, who was ordained for the

Archdiocese of Washington at St. 
Matthew’s Cathedral in 1990. He has 
served as pastor of Saint Augustine 
Catholic Church since 2004. While he 
is a member of an ancient religion, and 
he embraces its time-honored practices 
as paths toward communion with God, 
he’s also willing to go the extra mile to 
assure that a story worth telling and a 
truth worth knowing reaches as many 
people as possible.

In this vein, the District native 
recently embarked on a special project 
near and dear to his heart: Recording 
the recently published memoir of Dr. 
Thomas Wyatt Turner (1877-1978), 
From Sharecropper to Scientist. The 
memoir released in late 2019 and 
available on Amazon did not have 
an audio book companion for those 
who prefer listening to reading.  With 
permission from the editor of the book 
project Fr. Smith was encouraged to 
pursue this endeavor to create an 
Audio-Book of Dr. Turner’s memoir 

Remembering His Ancestors

in order to make it that much more 
accessible to the public.  As a full-time 
pastor, this will be no brief undertaking 
to be completed in a few hours over a 
weekend or two!  It will involve many 
hours over several months in a studio 
to complete. Determined to make the 
time, however, Fr Smith sees this as a 
labor of love as well as an honor to tell 
the story of an amazing Black Catholic 
man.  

The book, edited and annotated 
by the late Marilyn Wenzke Nickels, 
Ph.D., is 188 pages. A Saint Augustine 
parishioner, Dr. Turner was a native of 
Bryan town, Md., a Southern Maryland 

town, and the first African-American to 
receive a doctorate in Botany, earning 
this degree at Cornell University. In 
addition to being a civil rights activist 
and biologist, his academic career 
included teaching at segregated high 
schools in Baltimore and St. Louis, as 
well as teaching at Howard University 
and Hampton Institute, now known 
as Hampton University. Hampton 
dedicated a building in Dr. Turner’s 
honor.

So convinced of the importance of 
receiving a higher education, Dr. Turner 
walked from Bryan town to the Nation’s 
Capital to attend Howard University. 
Dr. Turner has previously turned down 
a scholarship offer from a prep school 
because it would have required him to 
leave the Catholic Church and convert 
to the Episcopalian faith. As a devout 
Catholic, Turner vowed to find another 
way to pursue his passion for higher 
education. 

Fr. Smith met Dr. Turner when the 
future cleric was 14 years old. The priest 
credits Dr. Turner with taking up the 
fight to integrate Catholic seminaries, 
among other battles, through founding 
the Federated Colored Catholics.

Saint Augustine is revamping its early 
childhood curriculum for 3- and 4-year old 
children, turning to the school’s former 
principal to provide professional development 
through Zoom.

The school is implementing the OWL 
curriculum, which focuses on literacy and math development, 
with a lesser focus on social studies, gross motor, and fine 
motor development.

Sister Gloria Agumagu, H.H.C.J, who holds a doctorate 
in education from Duquesne University, served as Saint 
Augustine principal from 2008 to 2020. Sister Gloriais 
providing the professional development to Ms. Nikki Harris, 
PreK teacher, and Ms. Marissa Vicente, PreK assistant 
teacher.

School prepares to 
implement new early 

childhood curriculum

Values Code 2022
Sister Emmanuella Ladipo, HHCJ

Note: Below, you can read the values 
that we are placing a particular emphasis on 
at Saint Augustine during the months of 2022.

 Month Value

 January Self-Knowledge
 February  Courage
 March Forgiveness/Fairness

 Month Value

 April Cooperation/Concern for Others
 May  Tolerance
 June-August Love of God in Works of Kindness
 September Responsibility
 October Self-Control
 November  Respect
 December Honesty
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A boxer and wrestler among us
When Terriel Cooke, Sr., talks, you 

can expect “Yes, sir,” and “No, ma’am,” 
among other common refrains. Given 
his gentile nature, it’s not surprising 
that the South Carolina native, who 
is soon retiring as an Army officer 
specializing in logistics, comes from a 
family where multiple family members, 
including both his grandfathers, served 
in the military 

Cooke values the Catholic 
education provided at Saint Augustine 
Catholic School. “It’s like an old school 
family environment,” he said of the PK3 
through 8th grade school.

His son, Terriel Cooke, Jr., enrolled 
in the fifth grade at Saint Augustine in 
September 2021, and the Alexandria, 
Va.-based family has found an 
immediate fit in the school, already 
referring two other families to the 
school. Initially, Terriel, Jr., had to catch 
up to the work that his peers were 
doing with Ms. Cheryl Hanton, fifth 
grade homeroom teacher, the school’s 
most veteran staff member. 

“It’s a different level of work,” than 
Terriel was used to, his father said. “Ms. 
Hanton pushes you. She still reassures 
you that it’s going to be okay. You don’t 
have to be great all the time,” Terriel 
Sr. said. Science, taught by Ms. Angela 
Knox, is his son’s favorite subject.

The younger Terriel is a boxer and 
a wrestler, choosing two individual 
sports that hold his attention. Wearing 
headgear, a mouthpiece and other gear 
and competing in the U10 category for 
boys 90 lbs. or less against boys from 
Maryland, Ohio, and Texas, Terriel won 
his three boxing bouts in Shreveport, 
La, to emerge victorious at the USA 
Boxing National Championships in 
December.

“My motto is that if you want to 
do it, then do it,” Cooke said of sports. 
He serves as one of his son’s coaches. 
Terriel’s mother ran track at Virginia 

Commonwealth University, giving the 
boy a good launching pad for athletic 
excellence.

Terriel, Jr., said that boxing and 
wrestling involve different levels of 
cardio training. In boxing, for example, 

he has had to learn how to breathe, 
particularly when he’s not punching his 
opponent. 

Terriel, Jr., hopes to compete in the 
Junior Olympics when he is 14. One 
goal is to become a professional boxer. 

“My father pushes me to my limit,” 
Terriel said. Despite this, the boy does 
not overtrain from all appearances, 
since his father limits him to three 
or four tournaments a year, and he 
generally practices once a week at the 
Oxon Hill Boxing Club. “We do the 
ones that count,” Terriel, Sr., said of the 
tournaments.

The fifth grader hopes that 
wrestling can ultimately be his pathway 
to a college athletic scholarship. 
Terriel Sr., financed his undergraduate 
education at South Carolina State 
University through an Army ROTC 
scholarship. 

Saint Augustine welcomed a 
new Science teacher to the school in 
October, Ms. Angela Knox.

Ms. Knox has six years of 
teaching experience in South Carolina 
and Texas. She taught Science for 
four years in South Carolina and just 
completed two years of teaching Pre-
Kindergarten in Dallas. 

“I just feel this is the perfect place 
for me,” she said of Saint Augustine. 
“The feeling of community and family 
is very strong.” 

Ms. Knox holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Chemistry from 
Howard University, in addition to a 
bachelor of science in Biology from 
the University of South Carolina.

She has also worked for a 

New science teacher

forensic pathologist for two years at a 
morgue in Newberry, S.C., examining 
bodies for toxicology reports to 
determine causes of death and other 
information.

2021-2022 school year theme: 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart.” (Proverbs 3:5)



Saint Augustine Catholic School 
is using an interactive online learning 
program to track student progress as 
the school sets its sights on qualifying 
for the U.S. Department of Education’s 
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 
program, a multi-year initiative.

The school is using iXL to analyze 
student progress in Math and Reading 
from Grades 3 through 8, according 
to Sister Emmanuella Ladipo, H.H.C.J, 
president of the school. The program 
allows students to work at their own 
pace and customizes its exercises to 
match each student’s student learning 
patterns. The school also uses iXL for 
Science, Social Studies, and Spanish. 

Sister Emmanuella noted that 
iXL better enables Saint Augustine 
to practice learning differentiation, 
making certain students at varying 

School uses technology in its Blue Ribbon quest

level of achievement can work at 
appropriate levels. In addition to 
classroom teachers in subjects such as 
English Language Arts and Math, the 
school has two additional resources to 

work with students at various levels: its 
Title I teacher, as well as Mr. Ron Riley, 
Math Department chair, who works 
with students performing above grade 
level.

An additional resource, Failure 
Free Reading, enables Saint Augustine 
to better work with 15 students from 
Grade 1 to 4, many of whom come from 
English Language Learning families, to 
help the students read at grade level. 

To qualify for the federal 
government’s signature program for 
recognizing outstanding schools, each 
grade from Grades 3 through 8 would 
need to score in the 85 percentile 
nationally in Math and Reading, 
according to Sister Emmanuella. Saint 
Augustine tests its students using iXL in 
September, January, and June of each 
academic year.

The local version of the Scripps 
40th Annual Intermediate Spelling 
Bee took place at the THEARC 
Theater in Southeast Washington 
on February 10, sponsored by The 
Washington Informer. 

Among the 37 students from 
eight District of Columbia schools 
in the competition on a 50-degree 
February afternoon, three students 
represented Saint Augustine 
Catholic School: Nathaniel Ezra (8th 
grade), Abagia Mersha (7th grade), and 
Melat Abebe (6th grade). Since October, 
Dr. Olga Williams, Saint Augustine’s 
computer teacher and librarian, had 
helped prepare the students for the 
competition through the Spelling Bee 
Club, an aftercare activity.

Given less than two weeks to study 
a word list of nearly 4,000 words, there 
were bound to be challenges. While 
Abagia stumbled on “Juneteenth” and 
misspelled it, Nathaniel correctly 

Spelling Bee Triumph

spelled his eight words: physicist, 
blockade, misconception, elocution, 
espousal, paisley, honorous, and kimche, 
earning first place. Melat misspelled 
“derricks.” 

Nathaniel captured First Place, 
while Melat was placed 7th, with both 
advancing to the city-wide competition 
at NBC Studios, to be taped on the Feast 
of St. Joseph, March 19. Following his 
victory, Nathaniel was interviewed by a 
reporter from The Washington Informer, 

who will write an article regarding 
his achievement.

“My students, I would say, are 
brilliant,” Dr. Williams said.

For eleven years, Dr. Williams 
has prepared St. Augustine students 
for the Scripps Spelling Bee, and the 
Spelling Bee Club generally meets 
on Wednesday afternoons. Sixteen 
students regularly participate in 
the Spelling Bee Club, while 45 

St. Augustine students participated 
in the school-wide spelling bee for 
Kindergarten through 8th grade 
students during Catholic Schools Week 
(Jan. 30-Feb. 5), and exercise that 
required studying 400 words, with a 
different group of words for each grade 
cluster.

Since Catholic Schools Week 
during the first week of February, 
however, students involved in the 
competitions have been meeting daily. 
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baptized this Spring. In addition, eight 
children enrolled in the school may 
receive First Holy Communion on the 
first Sunday in May.

Separately, the school plans to 
bring its fourth through eighth grade 
students to a pilgrimage to the St. John 
Paul II Shrine in Northeast Washington 

Students prepare to receive sacraments
this spring, according to 
Sister Emmanuella, who 
became Saint Augustine’s 
first president in February. 
A native of Nigeria, she first 
came to work at the school 
in 2007-2008, when she 
served as principal for a year 
before serving as director 
of religious education for 
several years.

The sacraments of 
initiation in the Catholic 
Church are Baptism, First 

Reconciliation, First Holy Communion, 
and Confirmation. All students, whether 
Catholic or non-Catholic, take Religion 
class at St. Augustine, and students 
attend a weekly school Mass. The 
school community also prays together 
several times each school day.

As many as 26 
Saint Augustine student 
are preparing for the 
sacraments of initiation in 
the Catholic Church this 
spring.

Handmaid of the Holy 
Child Sister Emmanuella 
Ladipo, president of the 
school, is preparing a 
half-dozen eighth-grade 
students to be confirmed 
on May 28 at the 4:30 p.m. 
Mass at Saint Augustine 
Catholic Church. 

Meanwhile, Sister Bibiana Okoro, 
HHCJ, director of religious education, is 
preparing as many as a dozen students 
for baptism. In March, Sister Bibiana is 
holding a parent meeting to determine 
how many of the student candidates’ 
parents would support their being 

Playing for Virginia State 
University, Eboni Goring ’17 
posted her first collegiate 
tennis victory, winning a 
third-set tiebreaker to come 
from behind to defeat her 
opponent in an Oct. 24 
match against West Virginia 
State University.

A right hander, Eboni 
defeated West Virginia 
State’s Julia Daszkiwicz 
3-6, 6-3, (10-4), earning the 
victory in a 10-point tiebreaker. VSU lost the Sunday fall tennis 
exhibition to WVSU 1-7, with Eboni the only winner among 
the Trojans. Eboni and her doubles partner Ginger Johnson 
also lost a doubles match 6-0 to WVSU’s Gaya Soloman and 
Chante Malo.

Eboni, whose sister Kayla is an eighth-grade student at 
Saint Augustine Catholic School, began playing tennis when 
she was 3 years old.

Eboni Goring ’17 earns 
first college tennis victory

Ms. Jacqueline Thornton Ms. Karen Ross

After 43 years as a teacher, including the final eight 
years at Saint Augustine, Ms. Jacqueline Thornton retired 
in June. We’ve now welcomed her back to our school 
community as our Kindergarten teacher, as a long-
term temporary substitute. We are very grateful for Ms. 
Thornton’s continuing to share her talents with our young 
students.

Saint Augustine also welcomed back longtime middle 
school English Language Arts teacher and eighth grade 
homeroom teacher Ms. Karen Ross back to the classroom 
on Feb. 15. The school thanks Ms. Helene Cropper, vice 
principal, for teaching middle school English Language Arts 
while Ms. Ross was away.

Welcome Back



To help combat 
learning loss during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
since online learning is less 
optimal than in-person 
classroom instruction, 
Saint Augustine operated 
a free summer program 
last summer.

Ms. Helene Cropper, 
vice principal, directed 
the six-week program, 
which served 75 students 
and helped meet their 
academic, emotional and 
social needs. The summer program had 
two sessions and operated from June 
28 to Aug. 6, and it included English 
Language Arts, Math, Public Speaking/
Leadership, and Religion classes. All 
students from Grades 5 through 8 were 
welcome to attend, with students who 
attended the school during the 2020-
2021 school year virtually required to 
participate.

Mr. Raven Wilkins, Sr., principal, Dr. 
Olga Williams, librarian and technology 
teacher, also reviewed Scantron 

School combats learning loss during pandemic

Performance Series test scores for each 
student, with Dr. Williams identifying 
the means to help each student to 
build the necessary skills to perform 
at or above grade level. These efforts, 
in addition to the work of students, 
teachers, and parents, resulted in a 
significant improvement of mid-year 
Scantron Performance Series tests in 
English Language Arts. The school is 
considering using manipulatives more 
broadly through its Math program to 
help boost Math proficiency.

To help control the 
spread of COVID-19, Saint 
Augustine has observed 
social distancing of at least 
three feet, following the 
current recommendations 
of the Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention, as well as 
mask-wearing indoors. In 
addition, the school has 
followed Archdiocese of 
Washington and District 
of Columbia Department 
of Health guidance in 

observing contact tracing 
and notification of students and 
families, when students have tested 
positive for COVID-19.

Separately, Saint Augustine Parish 
and School have received significant 
financial assistance during the last 18 
months through the Small Business 
Administration Payroll Protection 
Program and the Office of the State 
Superintendent for Education’s 
Emergency Assistance for Non-Public 
Schools.

Dr. Olga Williams Ms. Helene Cropper

I am very pleased with the 
academic program at St. Augustine, 
especially the Mathematics program, 
which is preparing my sons for success 
in high school. The Religious program is 
significant for me because it’s important 
for my children to have a relationship 
with the Lord and to know where to go 
and what to do when I’m not around.

At St. Augustine, my sons are able 
to socialize with children who come 
from loving families who also care about 
their children; this is important to me, 
and I am grateful for our relationships. 
Additionally, the school has provided 

Parent Testimonial
public speaking opportunities for my 
older son, such as serving as a lector at 
Mass and through the Sodality program. 
These types of opportunities can be rare, 
particularly during a pandemic.

The longevity of the staff at St. 
Augustine is also valuable to me. The 
turnover among teachers and staff is 
minimal. I also like the mission of the 
school and how Fr. Pat tells the students 
he is accountable to them and to God.

- Mrs. Pamela Castleberry
Mother of Roy Castleberry, Jr. (8th 
grade) and Ryan Castlebery (6th grade)
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In a matter of months since 
her hiring, Saint Augustine Catholic 
School’s nurse, Mrs. Susan Macyko, 
R.N. has transformed everything from 
the Art room in the basement of the 
school building to how the school 
handles student health.

Even though she is a part-time 
school employee, Mrs. Macyko appears 
to be delivering a full-time value.

She is helping the school better 
organize student records, so that each 
student has a health record. Such 
information is important because 
some students have particular health 
conditions, including one who is 
diabetic, two who are asthmatic, and 
numerous others who have known 
allergies. In addition, she is working 
with the school’s Health and Physical 
Education teacher, Mr. Kip McCoy, to 
teach students about healthy living. 
She might do a vision screening project, 
if time permits.

The bread-and-butter of being a 
nurse is trying to ensure student health 
and safety, and during the noon hour 
on a Tuesday, this means providing 
some comfort to two male students, 
one a Kindergartener and the other a 
second grader, who visited after recess. 
She gave each boy a cup of water to 
drink and a wet cloth to hold on their 
foreheads to cool off after running 
around on the playground.

One boy smiled, letting Mrs. 
Macyko know he was better. The 
second boy, Eyuel Kudama, a second 
grader, soon flashed a smile. 

“You made my day,” Mrs. Macyko 
said to the first boy, Ndawi Habtama, 
a kindergarten student who was clad 
in the blue and white school uniform, 
including a blue sweater to keep warm 
on a brisk February day.

She then peeled off adhesive stars 
from a worksheet and applied one on 

A Healthier School

each boy’s collar. “You’re an admiral in 
the Navy,” she told each of them. Since 
Mrs. Macyko’s husband is a retired 
military officer, this pronouncement 
clearly means something to her.

Meanwhile, through an 
Archdiocese of Washington partnership 
with Catholic University of America, 
Saint Augustine in early February 

entered a program through which two 
Junior CUA students studying nursing 
work their clinical hours, twice a week, 
shadowing Mrs. Macyko. It’s very 
helpful for the students to serve their 
clinical hoursin a community health 
setting other than a hospital, according 
to Mrs. Macyko.

“They love seeing the kids,” the 
school nurse said.“It’s connecting 
people,” she said of the value of the 
CUA partnership to St. Augustine.

After the CUA students serve 
for four weeks, another pair of junior 
nursing students will make the twice-
weekly rounds at St. Augustine, 
shadowing Mrs. Macyko. The 
undergraduates go through the Virtus 
Child Protection Program through the 
Archdiocese of Washington, required 
of all staff and volunteers.

St. Mary of the Mills School in 
Laurel and St. Peter’s Interparish School 
on Capitol Hill are two other schools in 
the CUA Partnership program, which 
promotes community health.

Are you passionate about your 
work? Would you like to share this 
passion with our students?

If so, please consider joining us 
at Saint Augustine Catholic School 
on Thurs., March 17, for our annual 
Career Day. The in-person event will 
take place from 9 a.m. – 12 Noon, and 
we will have speakers representing 
many different jobs and careers, 
giving brief presentations and talks 
about their work to groups of our 
Kindergarten through 8th grade 
students.

Please contact Bill Murray, the 
school’s development director, at 
bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org, 
for more information. The preferred 
RSVP deadline is March 1.

Career Day

Dr. Clarion Johnson, M.D., a former 
parishioner, speaks at the 2021 Career Day

2021-2022 school year theme: 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart.” (Proverbs 3:5)
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On Thursday, September 15, Saint Augustine School students:  Yohannies Owens, Feben Belay, Abigeya Ashenafi, Kai Lanuza, Yohanna 
Owens, Kalkidan Belay, and Lulia Berhane joined Mary Temam, an alumna, in participating in a national podcast with national best-selling 
authors Jewell Parker Rhodes and Jason Reynolds through the St. Augustine School Reading Circle, an aftercare activity.


